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Dear Skyhawk Nation:

Thank you for connecting with your university through Campus Scene. This is my first
Campus Scene alumni magazine edition as your chancellor, and I'm pleased to return

to West Tennessee to lead UT Martin. I'm honored by the faith placed in me by UT
System President Randy Boyd and the UT Board of Trustees and pledge to work hard and
build on the success that has the university poised for an even greater future. Alumni
involvement is critical to any university, and I'm excited to see that it means something to
be a Skyhawk — people are proud to be associated with UT Martin.

I'm no stranger to West Tennessee as a Memphis native and Central High School alum.
My wife, Rafielle, is a 1993 UT Martin nursing graduate. | spent many great years in
Chattanooga working for UT Chattanooga where | earned three degrees. | know firsthand
that regional campuses are important to the UT System and state, and UT Martin has a
special role as an education and economic-development partner in West Tennessee and
the surrounding region. I'm not afraid to fail, but | am afraid not to try, so I've identified
six focal points to guide my initial work and build on the momentum we enjoy:

* Listening comes before leadership, and I'm anxious to hear your ideas for making UT
Martin an even greater university.

* |'ll focus much of my attention on enrollment and find ways to make UT Martin a
university of choice for students of all ages.

e UT Martin is clearly a great place to work, and we can do more to attract the best
and brightest talent to the university.

* Access and inclusion are more than buzzwords, and making everyone feel welcome
at UT Martin is a priority.

* Il soon visit the five regional centers in Jackson, Parsons, Ripley, Selmer and
Somerville, which are “opportunity hubs” to enroll at UT Martin.

* (apital projects are the lifeblood of sustaining growth and service, and improving the
process for reviewing capital projects is a priority.

| was told early that UT Martin is a family, and | can absolutely affirm that is true. | look
forward to meeting you and hearing how UT Martin has made a difference in your life.
All the best,

e

Dr. Yancy Freeman




Dr. Yancy E. Freeman
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FACULTY SPOTLIGHT » Dr. Danny Pirtle
Department of Behavioral Sciences

Dr. Danny Pirtle Jr. is a UT Martin associate professor of criminal justice, but it was his work
experience in public service that has led him to help provide students with mentors to help them
find their best futures at the university.

Pirtle began his UT Martin career as a visiting professor in Fall 2019 and is in his fourth year as
a full UTM faculty member.

Outside of the classroom, Pirtle serves as an adviser with the Alpha Phi Sigma criminal justice
honor society and is a mentor for the “Call Me MISTER" program and for minority students. He
will also be the president of the newly-formed Black Faculty and Staff Affinity group.

“I'am really excited about that group coming to campus and providing a resource for minority
faculty, staff and students across campus,” he said.

Pirtle said being a mentor — as he is with the Call Me MISTER program and with minority
students — is important to help students grow and learn and seek to learn more.

“It's critical in the development of students to understand and be able to connect with people
who may be able to provide them with some insight to things that they want to do,"” he said.

"I was just speaking with a potential student, and she indicated that she was interested in
forensics. | shared with her that forensics is one of our most popular — if not the most popular —
concentrations.”

Pirtle added that during a meeting with someone in the student’s chosen profession is the time
to ask for professional guidance in that field and perhaps find a mentor.

"I feel it is part of my responsibility to serve as a mentor,” he said, “and not just for the
academic piece but also just in general, helping young men understand what it means to be a
man in this society, helping young women understand ways that they can climb the corporate
ladder and learing ways to navigate a male-dominated society.”

Before coming to UT Martin, Pirtle worked as a jailer at a juvenile center in Texas. He had
a mentor who gave him opportunities to grow into the job. He worked his way up the ladder
before he heard of a graduate program in juvenile justice at Prairie View A&M, the first of its kind
in the nation.

Pirtle applied and was accepted, and when he completed his master’s degree, the university
was building a Ph.D. program in juvenile justice. With encouragement from two professors who
were his mentors, he applied and completed it.

“I've been fortunate to have practical experience and academic experience, and my career has
been a combination of those jobs in administration on the practical side and having teaching
positions primarily on the academic side,” he said. “I frequently tell students in class that we are
the sum of our experience.”
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FURRY FRIENDS — UT Martin beach volleyball players (I-r) Kambree Lucas, Olivia O'Keefe and Mary Leslie Cranford have their photo
taken with Student Health and Counseling Services’ two new therapy dogs, Dolly and Miss Doc, during a beach volleyball match in
April. The pups, which were added to the SHCS team of qualified professionals in the spring of 2023, are available for counseling
sessions and on-campus events with a goal of engaging the university community with student health. The SHCS staff decided the
campus needed this extra support after researching the positive impacts of dogs on college campuses. “Studies show that students
have a lower heart rate and less anxiety when they are interacting with dogs,"” said Shannon Deal, director of Student Health and
Counseling Services. “We want students to have the option to be comforted by Dolly and Miss Doc after a hard day or week.” The
dogs came from local breeders Clint ("01) and Charity Riley (‘01), and are sponsored in part by Dr. Rodney “Doc” Thomsen
(“71), professor emeritus of agricultural economics. After graduation from UTM, Thomsen returned to teach as an agricultural
economics faculty member from 1975 to 2002. He was the longtime director of UT Martin's West Tennessee Agricultural Pavilion. After
hearing about the need for therapy dogs at his alma mater, he purchased “Miss Doc” and is also helping fund the therapy program.
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CELEBRATING THE RISE CAMPAIGN - UT Martin friends and supporters gathered the evening of Aug. 11 at Discovery Park of
America in Union City to celebrate the successful conclusion of the RISE Campaign, the largest fundraising effort in the university's history
that raised $178.2 million. Pictured at the event are (|, r) UT Martin football great Jerry Reese (87, '88) and his wife, Gwen (88,
'94), of Franklin, UT Martin Chancellor Yancy Freeman and UT System President Randy Boyd. The RISE Campaign officially concluded as
more than 150 guests gathered at Dinosaur Hall to thank campaign leadership and donors for exceeding the $175 million goal before the
June 30 campaign close. A total of 14,751 donors contributed to the campaign that will support student scholarships, athletics, capital
projects and more. To read more about the RISE Campaign, visit utm.edu/news.
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OVC ANNOUNCES
RECIPIENTS OF
INAUGURAL
OUTSTANDING FACULTY
AWARD - Dr. Mahmoud
Haddad, a UT Martin professor
of finance, was among
faculty members honored by
the Ohio Valley Conference
during the OVC Basketball
Championship, March 1-4, in
Evansville, Indiana, when he
~ was announced as UT Martin’s
. , inaugural Outstanding Faculty
Commitment to Student Success Award recipient. Haddad teaches
in the College of Business and Global Affairs.

The awards were created by the provosts from OVC-member
institutions to recognize outstanding faculty members at each
school. Recipients must be associate or full professors in rank and
have been employed at the institution for five years. The selection
criteria included impacts of students, contributions made to the
department, university and curriculum development, consistent
professional development as well as community involvement and
institutional service.

Haddad began teaching at UT Martin in 1992 after receiving
his bachelor of science and MBA degrees from Minnesota State
University in 1977 and his doctorate in finance in 1984 at the
University of Alabama. Haddad has been a constant for the College
of Business and Global Affairs, having been recognized for his
work through the 1998 Featured Faculty Scholar Award, the 2005
Excellence in Graduate Teaching Award, the 2016 Cunningham
Outstanding Teacher/Scholar Award, the 2019 UT Alumni
Association Distinguished Service Professor Award and others.

In 2001, Haddad utilized the Reagan Faculty Leave Program
to take a nine-month sabbatical to aid in establishing the Arab
American University. During this time in his home country of
Palestine, Haddad worked to contribute peace through education
in the violent country. He found himself under gunfire multiple
times while trying to better the lives of others, giving him a unique
perspective regarding educational freedoms.

Haddad says that being the first-time UT Martin recipient of this
award is meaningful because it recognizes the commitment that he
has for his students and higher education. “It (the award) means
that it pays off to be committed to your students, university and
community,” said Haddad. “This is a great reward and honor for me
and the university."

FACULTY MEMBERS RECEIVE
AWARDS - UT Martin teaching award
recipients were honored April 16 during
the university’s annual Honors Day event
held in the Boling University Center's
Watkins Auditorium. Faculty and student
award recipients from the past academic
year were recognized. Faculty members
pictured are (top row, |, r) Dr. Matthew
Braddock, professor of philosophy,
Cunningham Outstanding Teacher/Scholar
Award; Dr. David Dietrich, associate
professor of counseling psychology, UT
Alumni Association Outstanding Teacher
Award; Dr. John Oelrich, associate
professor of music, Coffey Outstanding
Teaching Award; (front row, left) Dr. Renee
LaFleur, associate professor of history, UT
Alumni Association Outstanding Teacher
Award and (front row, right) Tomi
McCutchen ("83, '05), instructor of mass
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media and strategic communication, Outstanding Academic Advisor Award. Also pictured
(front row, center) is Dr. Philip Acree Cavalier, then interim chancellor and now provost and
vice chancellor for academic affairs.
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UT MARTIN, VOL STATE ANNOUNCE PARTNERSHIP
TO PROVIDE PATHWAY TO BACHELOR'S DEGREE
IN SPRINGFIELD - Students at Volunteer State Community
College in Springfield have a new pathway to earning a bachelor’s
degree thanks to the introduction of a new university partnership
with UT Martin at the Vol State Springfield campus location. This
agreement is pending THEC and SACSCOC approval with an
anticipated finalization date of December 2023. Students would
begin taking classes on this pathway in Spring 2024.

Nicholas Bishop, Vol State Community College vice president for
economic development and regional centers said, “We're excited
to partner with the UT System via the addition of the UT Martin
Campus as our new university partner to serve as their regional
center for Middle Tennessee.”

The partnership will focus on agriculture, health care and
technology sector pathways with agriculture business degrees
being the first phase focus. Vol State will focus on delivering
technical certificates and associate degrees, while UTM will focus
on bachelor’s and master's degrees. The concept is aimed at
creating the ability for individuals to earn their associate up to a
graduate level degree without having to leave Robertson County or
the surrounding communities.

"\We are excited about this new partnership with Vol State-
Springfield,” said Dr. Todd Winters (pictured), dean, College
of Agriculture and Applied Sciences. “With the help of the UT
Highland Rim AgResearch and Education Center for laboratories,
we can offer a wide variety of agriculture courses leading to a
degree, in some cases without even coming to the Martin campus.”

ART SPARKS HONORED FOR MAKING A
DIFFERENCE — Art Sparks ('76) is accustomed to holding
leadership roles, but being honored for his service doesn't happen
every day. That changed when he was honored June 20 by
receiving the Jimmy Daniel Make-A-Difference WestStar Leadership
Alumni Award during the program’s graduation celebration for its
2023 dass at UT Martin.

Selected by the WestStar board of trustees, the award is named
for the late Jimmy Daniel of McNairy County, a 1990 WestStar
graduate, founding WestStar board of trustee member and a West
Tennessee field representative for Gov. Don Sundquist. This is the
25th year for the award to be presented.

"Well, people who know me know that I'm seldom speechless,
but | was for a second there — speechless,” Sparks said following
the event's conclusion. “I can't tell you what a great honor it is to
be recognized, and | can't tell you what a great organization the
WestStar (Leadership Program) is, which is a function of UT Martin,
and | think most people that know me know how | care for UT
Martin and West Tennessee.”

Sparks (pictured with Dr. Charley Deal ['92, ‘96]) is a partner
at Alexander Thompson Arnold PLLC in Union City, where he has
worked for 42 years. He is a 2016 WestStar graduate and has
served two three-year terms on the program'’s board of trustees.

The University of Tennessee at Martin CAMPUS SCENE

The 1976 UT Martin graduate remains involved as an alumnus
and currently serves as the first and only chair of the university’s
advisory board. He is also CEO of the Miss Tennessee Volunteer
Pageant.
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(I, r) Lathon Ross, Logan Davis, Tydarius Blackwell, Justyn “Jax” Johnson, Jonathan Utley.

FIRST ‘CALL ME MIiSTER' GRADUATES HONORED
— Students in the UT Martin Call Me MISTER program learn how
to change lives through teaching. The first five UT Martin MiSTERs
to complete the program are ready to make a difference in the
classroom after being honored April 17 during the 2023 Louis C.
Glover UT Martin Call Me MISTER Celebration held in the Boling
University Center’s Duncan Ballroom.

The event was named in memory of the late Dr. Louis C. Glover,
the initial program coordinator for the UT Martin Call Me MiSTER
program and a Department of Educational Studies faculty member.
The celebration was sponsored by Tosh Farms in Henry County, and
the celebration programs were donated by Rawls Funeral Homes.

The Call Me MISTER (Mentors Instructing Students Toward
Effective Role Models) program was founded at Clemson University
in 2000 and strives to increase the pool of available teachers from
a more diverse background, particularly among the state's lowest-
performing elementary schools.

The teacher leadership program has grown to include 13 states
and provides participants with mentoring support and networking
opportunities that benefit them both during and after earning
college degrees. UT Martin has the only Call Me MISTER program in
Tennessee.

The celebration featured presentations of an official Call Me
MISTER blazer to each graduating senior. The blazer signifies a
lifetime connection and commitment to the program’s mission to
prepare servant leaders, effective teachers and mentors to future
generations. Justyn “Jax” Johnson ("23), a Union City High
School graduate and education integrated studies 6-8 social studies
major, told the celebration audience that he had few male minority

alumni.utm.edu

leaders in his life before coming to UT Martin. “But over my four
years here, not only have | seen how great of a male minority
leader | can be, but I've been blessed to be in the graces of some
amazing people,” he said.

Jonathan Utley ('23) is a health and human performance
K-12 major from Jackson who has achieved a 4.0 college GPA. He
described participating in the program as one of the best decisions

he has made and, like Johnson, thanked those who supported him.

"\We have multiple mentors that we check in with. They provide
support wherever we need it,” Utley said. "Any time we need
something done, they're always there to provide a helping hand,
whether it be academic, social or if we just need somebody to talk
to. They're always there to help and support us.”

Austin Ferrell, program co-coordinator and academic success
coordinator, is the oldest of 10 children and sees the new MiSTERs
as extensions of his own large family. “I always told them that
they're like my younger brothers. ... It's almost like | got to see
them move from their freshman stage all the way to their senior
stage and accomplish so many things, ..." he said. “They have
made some great strides, and they're trailblazers for our university
and our program in general.”

Other students honored during the celebration were Logan
Davis ("23), a bachelor of interdisciplinary studies major with
a health and human performance K-12 focus from Memphis;
Tydarius Blackwell ('23), an education integrated studies 6-8
mathematics major from Jackson; and Lathon Ross ('23), an
education integrated studies K-5 elementary education major from
Jackson.

Summer/Fall 2023
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FOUR UTM FACULTY, STAFF MEMBERS EARN
PRESIDENT'S AWARDS — Four UT Martin faculty and

staff members were the recipients of 2023 President’s Awards,
announced by UT System President Randy Boyd during the annual
UT Board of Trustees meeting on June 30 in Memphis.

A total of 14 faculty and staff members from across the UT
System received awards to celebrate their accomplishments and
dedication to the Be One UT values.

The four President’s Award winners from UT Martin were the
most for any UT System entity this year.

UT Martin faculty and staff selected to receive a 2023 President’s
Award were:

* Embrace Diversity Award,
faculty: Henrietta Giles, a lecturer in
the Department of Mass Media and
Strategic Communication. Giles served
as co-creator and producer of the CMT/
MTV Networks film “Waiting in the
Wings: African Americans in Country
Music,” which brought attention to
underrepresented voices. In 2015, Giles
received an Emmy Award for Best Documentary for her work

on “Reflect, Reclaim, Rejoice: Preserving the Gift of Black Sacred
Music.” Giles's collaborative work with civil rights icon the Rev.
Joseph Lowery on his biographical project, “Singing the Lord’s
Song in a Strange Land,” amplifies marginalized narratives. Since
2015, she has been involved in coordinating the annual UT Martin
Civil Rights Conference and chaired the 2023 event. In her classes,
Giles creates assignments that prompt students to analyze and
document pressing issues and dilemmas facing the world.

* Excel in All We Do Award,
faculty: Dr. Stephanie Kolitsch, then
interim provost and senior vice chancellor
for academic affairs as well as the
director of accreditation and liaison to
the Southern Association of Colleges
and Schools. Kolitsch has been a valued
member of the UT Martin community for
almost 30 years, beginning her tenure

in 1994 as a professor of mathematics. She has been leading

UT Martin's reaffirmation of the accreditation process and has
successfully developed the Quality Enhancement Plan, which is
part of the SACS review process and the Foundations of Excellence
self-study. Kolitsch's pursuit of excellence, exceptional leadership
and outstanding performance, as well as her commitment to the
university’s mission and vision, have cemented her status as a
visionary leader.

10| The University of Tennessee at Martin CAMPUS SCENE

* Optimistic and Visionary
Employees Award, staff: Destin
Tucker, the director of undergraduate
admissions. Tucker has demonstrated
great dedication and commitment to her
role for the past seven years as director
of undergraduate admissions. Tucker
also serves as the strategic enrollment

management chair, where she plays a
p|votal role in shaping the institution’s strategic plan. She turned
around a struggling admissions office through bold leadership,
intuitive intelligence, willingness to ask questions and integrity.
She possesses a keen ability to anticipate obstacles and establishes
meaningful relationships with a grateful heart.

* United and Connected Award,
faculty: Dr. Clinton Smith, a professor
and chair of the Department of
Educational Studies. Smith embodies a
commitment to service that elevates UT
Martin. Joining its faculty in 2012, he
has risen to special education professor
and chair. He engages in service to

the university, his profession and the
community while also making significant contributions to research
and scholarship. Smith has authored 17 publications and three
book chapters and delivered 57 international presentations and 26
state presentations.

President’s Award recipients were nominated by campus and
institute leaders and are selected annually from a system-wide
pool. They were honored by the president and his Be One UT
cabinet at a special luncheon Aug. 3 in Nashville.

"We are certainly proud to have more President’s Award winners
than any other UT System entity this year,” said then-Interim
Chancellor Philip Acree Cavalier. “The UTM faculty and staff who
earned these awards are definitely deserving and represent our
campus well. They embody the spirit of Be One UT as well as the
growth and progress that our campus is seeing. My congratulations
to these outstanding individuals.”

"Our ‘Be One UT" values are not just a philosophy but a concrete
way we define our culture and way of doing business,” Boyd said.
"These award recipients exemplify who we are as well as who we
continually aspire to be in serving the people of Tennessee.”

utm.edu
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BENEATH THE SURFACE - Billy Gene Wagster (center), director of the City of Martin's public works department, looks through items
recovered from a time capsule that was buried 50 years ago during the city's centennial celebration in the summer of 1973. Following the
centennial events in Martin, a time capsule was buried at the C.E. Weldon Building downtown. A marker that covered the box directed the
people of 2023 to open the time capsule on July 4, 2023. Martin Mayor Randy Brundige hosted the opening on July 4 commencing the
city's sesquicentennial celebration. Inside the capsule were letters and photos from churches about members of their congregation, along
with letters for Martin businesses. Also inside was a baseball that was signed by Martin's mayor at the time, C.E. Weldon, from “City of
Martin Day"” at a St. Louis Cardinals baseball game in 1973. Some of those who were there 50 years ago were also there for the opening,
including Brundige and David Murphy ('61), owner of Murphy Funeral Home.

UT MARTIN BANKING TEAM WINS NATIONAL
BANK CASE STUDY COMPETITION — The Conference of
State Bank Supervisors named a student team from UT Martin as
winner of the 2023 Community Bank Case Study Competition. The
announcement came July 12 from the Conference of State Bank
Supervisors (CSBS).

Teams from lowa State University and Messiah University in
Mechanicsburg, Pennsylvania, placed second and third, respectively.

“The work of these three teams was top-rate, and we are
pleased to see such in-depth findings,” said CSBS Executive Vice
President for Policy and Supervision Karen Lawson. “The University
of Tennessee at Martin's case study earned top honors due to its
particularly rich insight and detail as well as its excellent executive
summary.”

The annual competition is open to undergraduate students in
all fields of study as an opportunity to gain valuable firsthand
knowledge of the banking industry.

This year, 34 student teams representing 28 colleges and
universities entered the competition. The teams examined how local

alumni.utm.edu

community banks are recruiting and retaining talent, approaching
succession planning and using technology to advance operations.

The UTM team partnered with Commercial Bank & Trust
Company of Paris and its officers, President/COO Clint Davis,
Human Resource and Professional Development Director Jennifer
Starks, Chief Financial Officer Brent Stoots and Chief IT Officer Scott
Freschi.

The members of the UT Martin team are graduates Dan
Hoffman ('23) of McKenzie and Cole Hollis ("23) of Trenton
and students Ben Amold of Henderson, Libby Rushton of Waverly
and Abbey Strong of Cookeville. John Clark, Dr. Lajuan Davis and
Dr. Mark Farley served as faculty advisors.

Clark is the interim director of the UTM Horace and Sara
Dunagan Chair of Excellence in Banking, while Davis is an associate
professor of information systems and Farley is an assistant professor
of finance.

The top three case studies are available at www.csbs.org/
bankcasestudy and will be published in the CSBS Journal of
Community Bank Case Studies, available in October.
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ROAD SIGN UNVEILED - UT Martin's 2014 men's rodeo
team will forever be immortalized after university officials presented
permanent signage in April located on University Street that touts the
program’s national championship.

The Skyhawks made history after becoming the first collegiate team
located east of the Mississippi River to win the national men'’s rodeo
team championship.

The Skyhawks' national championship lineup included Will
Lummus (‘14), Tyler Waltz (14), Clark Adcock ('15), Tanner
Phipps (15, '17), John Alley ('14) and Colt Kitaif ('22). Head
coach John Luthi (pictured), who retired in the summer of 2022 after
25 years at the helm of the UT Martin rodeo program, attended
during the dedication ceremony.
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ALEX ATKINS
Football  2003-06

OSCAR BUNCH
Football » 1990-91

CARLY GONZALES
Softball  2014-17

2
BRENDGN CABALLEROD
Golf » 2011-15

UT MARTIN ATHLETICS INDUCTS FIVE TO HALL
OF FAME CLASS OF 2023 — The UT Martin Athletics Hall
of Fame Class of 2023 was enshrined on Saturday, Sept. 30. This
year's star-studded inductees included Alex Atkins (football,
2003-06), the late Oscar Bunch (football, 1990-91),
Brendon Caballero (golf, 2011-15), Carly Gonzales
(softball, 2014-17) and Wes Patterson (baseball, 2008-
11).

Atkins was an All-American and two-time All-Ohio Valley
Conference offensive lineman, capping off his stellar career by
helping the Skyhawks to a 9-3 record and the program's first-ever
OVC championship/Football Championship Subdivision playoff
appearance in 2006. After graduation, he was named to the
inaugural United States National Team, helping Team USA win
the World Cup of American Football event held in Tokyo, Japan.
He currently serves as the offensive coordinator at Florida State
University.

A tight end out of Vossburg, Mississippi, Bunch was a 1991
All-American after topping the then-Pacers with 39 receptions,
754 receiving yards and seven touchdowns. He concluded his
two-year UT Martin career with 69 catches for 1,260 yards and
11 touchdowns after playing his first two seasons at Jones County
Junior College. He passed away on March 5, 2021, at the age of
52.

The University of Tennessee at Martin CAMPUS SCENE

ITTERSON

Baseball « 2008-11

Caballero led the Skyhawks in scoring average in all four
seasons, becoming the first UT Martin golfer to win OVC
Championship medalist honors in 2015. He won four of his six
collegiate tournaments during his senior year alone and set a
school record with five career OVC Golfer of the Week awards.

Hailing from Anaheim, California, Gonzales was a three-time
All-OVC performer — winning each of those awards after she was
named 2014 OVC Freshman of the Year. She ranks in the top-five in
school history in runs scored (148, second); doubles (44, second);
walks (90, second); batting average (.355, third); stolen bases (88,
third); hits (220, fourth); times hit by pitch (24, fourth) and total
bases (314, fifth).

Patterson was UT Martin’s first-ever Freshman All-American,
setting the tone for a productive career on the diamond. The right-
handed slugger is the program'’s all-time leader in home runs (39)
and RBI's (171) while also ranking in the top-five in school history
in doubles (45, second), runs scored (132, second), walks (85,
second), putouts (1,293, third) and hits (200, fifth). His 64 RBIs
from his junior campaign still stands as the highest single-season
tally in school history as the first baseman hit .344 with a 1.090
OPS that spring.

utm.edu
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JERRY CARPENTER INDUCTED TO A PAIR OF HALL OF FAMES OVER
THE SUMMER - Longtime Skyhawk head coach and UT Martin alum Jerry Carpenter
('66) had a busy summer as he was named to the Ohio Valley Conference Hall of Fame on
June 2 and the Weakley County Sports Hall of Fame on Aug. 12.

During his tenure as Skyhawk head golf coach (2002-20), Carpenter elevated the
program to new heights, helping UT Martin to its first OVC championship in 2016. The
Newbern native was named OVC Coach of the Year twice (2014 and 2016) and guided
individual Skyhawks to OVC Championship medalist accolades in three consecutive seasons
from 2015-17. He also coached three straight OVC Freshman of the Year honorees (2013-
15), becoming the first program in OVC history to accomplish that feat. His teams also
excelled off the course, consistently achieving high academic marks and winning an OVC-
record seven Team Sportsmanship Awards (including six in a row from 2014-19).

The Hall of Fame honors came after the program dedicated the “Jerry Carpenter Practice
Grounds” at the Rhodes Golf Center on campus in March 2023.

¥

MIKE VARGA HIRED AS SKYHAWK SOCCER HEAD
COACH - Mike Varga was tabbed as the fifth head soccer coach
in UT Martin history on June 5, 2023, joining the Skyhawks after
nine seasons as head coach at Gardner-Webb University in Boiling
Springs, North Carolina.

Varga brought 28 years as a collegiate head women’s soccer
coach to UT Martin as he began his career with 65 wins and an
.867 winning percentage in conference play at Lincoln Memorial
University from 1994-98. He then went on to the University of
South Alabama, where he became the program’s all-time wins
leader with 121 victories from 1999-2012. He led Gardner-Webb to
a .541 overall winning percentage and three Big South Conference
Tournament championship appearances over his final five seasons
there.

It didn’t take long for Varga to make an impact at UT Martin.
The Mansfield, Ohio, native secured a victory in his first match —
defeating in-state rival Austin Peay by a 2-1 margin on the road in
the Aug. 17 season opener.

alumni.utm.edu

DAVIS GREGORY JOINS UT MARTIN ATHLETICS AS
BROADCASTER FOR SKYHAWK SPORTS NETWORK
— Davis Gregory ('23), an award-winning broadcaster who
graduated from UT Martin in 2023, joined the Skyhawk Sports
Network in August.

A Knoxville native, Gregory teams up with longtime “Voice of
the Skyhawks” Chris Brinkley as the primary broadcast duo for
all UT Martin athletic events broadcast on ESPN+ and radio.
Gregory will serve as the lead play-by-play announcer for Skyhawk
football, men’s basketball, baseball, softball, volleyball and soccer
productions on ESPN+ as well as provide color commentary for
women's basketball.

Gregory served as the sports director at the WUTM 90.3 FM
campus radio station for three years, bringing home numerous
awards for the station. Two of the most notable are the
Intercollegiate Broadcasting Systems awards for “Best Play-by-Play
— Other" for his call of the 2022 UT Martin Rodeo and “Best Play-
by-Play for a Men's Basketball Game" for his call of the Skyhawks’
contest against Eastern lllinois in 2021.

Gregory also called Westview High School football and
basketball games during his WUTM tenure. In 2021, he was a part
of the broadcasting team that covered the TSSAA 2A Blue Cross
Bowl State Championship game where the Westview Chargers
captured their first football state title.

In his new position, Gregory will also serve as the sports
information contact for the UT Martin soccer, cross country, track
and field and baseball programs.
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FOUR SKYHAWK ALUMS MAKING THEIR MARK IN
NFL TRAINING CAMPS - A total of four former UT Martin
football players were on NFL rosters during 2023 training camp

as (pictured, 1,r) Jaylon Moore ("19) (Jacksonville Jaguars),
Rodney Williams 11 ("20) (Pittsburgh Steelers), Colton Dowell
("21) (Tennessee Titans) and Dresser Winn (‘21) (Los Angeles
Rams) each earned professional opportunities.

Moore started his NFL career by spending parts of three
seasons with the Baltimore Ravens (2020-22) and briefly spent
time with the New York Giants in 2022 before joining the Jaguars
organization. He signed a reserve/future contract with Jacksonville
in January but will miss the entire 2023 season after he was placed
on the injured reserve list in May. His Skyhawk career spanned from
2016-19 as the Memphis native posted 39 catches, 1,492 yards
and 18 touchdowns.

Also hailing from Memphis, Williams initially signed with the
Denver Broncos after the 2022 NFL Draft before agreeing to
contract terms with the Steelers, spending most of last season on
the practice squad. He played for the Skyhawks from 2016-21,

hauling in 99 receptions for 1,217 yards and seven touchdowns.
He was a two-time All-Ohio Valley Conference performer and was
an All-American tight end during the 2020-21 season.

Dowell heard his name called during the 2023 NFL Draft
when the Titans snagged the wide receiver in the seventh round
(228th overall). He was a four-time All-OVC honoree at UT Martin,
accumulating 177 catches for 2,796 yards and 19 touchdowns
from 2018-22. The Lebanon native was a 2019 All-American and
set the program record for career receiving yards during the 2022
campaign.

A quarterback out of nearby Dresden, Winn signed an undrafted
free agent contract with the Rams in April. He threw for over half
of his career yardage during his graduate season in 2022, tossing
2,928 yards on a .612 completion percentage to go along with 18
touchdowns on the way to All-OVC second team accolades. For his
six-year career (2017-22), he registered 5,800 passing yards while
completing 60.4 percent of his attempts and 46 total touchdowns
(37 passing, six rushing).

overall) in July 2023.

(29), nivth in batting average (.385) and ninth in RBIs (26).

CALEB HOBSON BECOMES UT MARTIN'S HIGHEST MLB DRAFT PICK IN
SCHOOL HISTORY - Caleb Hobson became the highest Major League Baseball Draft pick in
program history when the Colorado Rockies selected the speedy centerfielder in the 13th round (382nd

The 6-0, 180-pound right-handed hitter made the most out of his debut season as a Skyhawk in
2023, ranking 10th in the NCAA Division | ranks in stolen bases (36) and 11th in triples (six) on the
way to All-Ohio Valley Conference second-team accolades for head coach Ryan Jenkins.

In addition to steals, Hobson also sported a league-best 1.000 fielding percentage in 187 chances.
He also ranked in the top 10 in the OVC in triples (6, second), runs scored (55, fifth), walks (38, sixth)
and hits (68, ninth). In league play, he led the OVCin triples (3) while ranking second in walks (22),
second in stolen bases (13), fourth in hits (37), fourth in on-base percentage (.500), sixth in runs scored

The Pontotoc, Mississippi, native was an integral part of one of UT Martin's most successful seasons at the NCAA Division | level in 2023.
The Skyhawks won a school-record 14 OVC contests, leading to their highest finish (third) in the standings in program history. With Hobson
serving as one of the main catalysts out of the leadoff spot in the lineup, UT Martin topped the OVC in batting average (.329, 20 points
higher than second place), on-base percentage (.409), run scored (191) and hits (276) in league play.
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PAT HEAD SUMMITT INDUCTED INTO THE
NAISMITH MEMORIAL BASKETBALL HALL OF
FAME FOR A SECOND TIME - The late Pat Head
Summitt ('74), the UT Martin alum who went on to a trailblazing
coaching career at the University of Tennessee, was inducted into
the Naismith Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame in August as part of
the 1976 United States Women's Olympic Team.

Summitt, who was previously enshrined in the Naismith Hall
of Fame Class of 2000 for her coaching accomplishments with
the Lady Vols, played for the 1976 U.S. squad in the Montreal
Games that helped change the trajectory of women's basketball
as increased opportunities to play collegiately, professionally and
abroad became the norm. The 1976 U.S. Olympic Team launched
the Americans on a run toward dominance in the sport of women’s
basketball, claiming a silver medal before the program captured a
gold-medal finish for the first time ever in the team’s next Olympic
appearance (the 1984 Los Angeles Games with Summitt as head
coach).

After departing UT Martin as the program’s all-time leading
scorer with 1,405 points, Summitt collected 1,098 victories on
an .840 winning percentage over 38 seasons as head coach at

Tennessee. She tallied eight NCAA national championships and
a combined 32 Southeastern Conference regular season and
tournament titles, winning 112 NCAA Tournament games and
making 18 NCAA Final Fours along the way.

A native of Ashland City, Summitt passed away at the age of
64 on June 28, 2016 after a courageous battle with early onset
dementia. Summitt is pictured above with UT Martin Chancellor
Larry McGehee.

alumni.utm.edu

BIG SOUTH-OVC FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION DEBUTS
IN FALL 2023 - The Skyhawk football team'’s pursuit of a third
consecutive conference championship looked a little different on
Sept. 30 as UT Martin debuted in the newly-formed Big South-OVC
Football Association.

The Big South and Ohio Valley Conferences announced the
creation of an association with its football member institutions on
Feb. 22, 2022. The 2023 fall season is the first in an initial four-
year agreement that combines the two football leagues to ensure
NCAA championship access and stability.

In addition to UT Martin, the 2023 Big South-OVC roster
includes Bryant University (Smithfield, Rhode Island),

» Charleston Southern University (Charleston, South
Carolina), Eastern lllinois University (Charleston, lllinois),
Gardner-Webb University (Boiling Springs, North Carolina),

Lindenwood University (St. Charles, Missouri), Robert
Morris University (Moon Township, Pennsylvania), Southeast
Missouri State University (Cape Girardeau, Missouri), Tennessee
State University (Nashville) and Tennessee Technological University
(Cookeville).

Western lllinois University (Macomb, lllinois) joined the OVCin
all other sports besides football for the 2023-24 academic year and
will become a part of the Big South-OVC Football Association in the
fall of 2024, replacing Bryant University.

Summer/Fall 2023
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AMID A LIGHT RAIN and the chilly December air of 1982, the
tranquil campus of the University of Tennessee at Martin was abuzz
with excitement and anticipation. Dignitaries and esteemed guests
from near and far were set to gather for a momentous occasion—
the presence of none other than former President Jimmy Carter
himself. The purpose of his visit: To grace a grand dinner held in
honor of Tennessee Speaker of the House Ned Ray McWherter as
part of “Ned WcWherter Day” in Weakley County.

Carter’s arrival would signify an unprecedented moment in
Weakley County's history, as it would be the first time a president
or former president ever set foot in the area. The attendees keenly
recognized the magnitude of this occasion, and President Carter’s
presence bestowed an aura of prestige and historical importance
upon the university grounds. The former commander-in-chief,
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Jimmy Carter to visit UTM campus
for dinner honoring Ned McWherter

known for his earnest dedication to public service and his steadfast
commitment to humanitarian causes, was a beacon of inspiration
for the nation. His presence at the university was a testament to the
impact of McWherter's leadership and the respect he commanded
in the political arena. Carter said that night that of all the world
leaders and governmental officials he has come in contact with,
“Ned McWherter stands head and shoulders above many | have
met.”

According to former UT Martin Chancellor Charles Smith, “Many
viewed (this event) as a preview of what inevitably would be a
campaign for governor for Ned McWherter.”

The evening began with a special reception in the Skyhawk
Fieldhouse (then Lady Pacer Fieldhouse), where Carter, McWherter
and others delivered brief remarks. A barrage of camera flashes
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from the crowd ushered them as they moved to the university
center for dinner, where an overflow crowd awaited. The star-
studded assemblage of everybody who was anybody was a clear
signal that the crowd was in the presence of a future governor.

Distinguished faculty, students and notable figures from across
Tennessee gathered to pay tribute to Speaker McWherter's
unparalleled contributions to Weakley County and the state.

“| remember that McWherter was uncharacteristically nervous
about the event,” said Smith. “He was never comfortable being the
star of any show. At the event, he gave me the only directive he
ever gave me during my six years as chancellor. Before the event,
he put his arm around me and said gently: ‘Chancellor, everybody
knows who Jimmy is, so make the introduction short.” Obviously, |
did.”

Other speakers that evening included Gov. Lamar Alexander,
Senator Jim Sasser, Congressman Ed Jones, Senator Wendell Ford of
Kentucky, Lieutenant Governor John Wilder, John Seigenthaler from
the Tennessean, U.S. representative and later vice president of the
United States Al Gore and county music superstar Charlie Daniels.

The evening commenced with a stirring address from President
Carter. He shared anecdotes from his own political journey
and spoke of the significance of leadership rooted in integrity
and compassion. During his speech, which was sprinkled with
lighthearted quips about his longtime relationship with McWherter,
Carter was dead serious when he told the audience, “It's not his
honor that I'm here. It's my honor to be here.”

Throughout the evening, the camaraderie between President
Carter and Speaker McWherter was evident—a testament to the
bond shared by two individuals dedicated to the betterment of
their communities. Amid the laughter and heartfelt exchanges,
history seemed to unfold before the attendees’ eyes, as the evening
bore witness to the convergence of visionary leadership and a
commitment to public service. The event marked an indelible
chapter in UT Martin’s history—a moment when the esteemed
institution played host to a gathering of statesmanship and
fellowship.

Decades may have passed since that memorable December

evening, but the echoes of President Carter’s visit and the
celebration of Speaker McWherter's legacy continue to resonate
throughout the university. Their shared commitment to public
service serves as a quiding light for future generations, a reminder
that leadership, humility and a genuine concern for the welfare of
others can bring about lasting and positive change for our society.

“From the Archives” is a feature highlighting unique and
interesting items from the Alliene and Jimmie S. Corbitt Special
Collections. For more information or to make a donation, contact
UT Martin Special Collections and Archives at 731-881-7094 or
speccoll@utm.edu.







THE pathway for Dr. Yancy

Freeman Sr. from modest beginnings

to becoming the 12th chancellor of the
University of Tennessee at Martin is paved
with promoting educational possibilities
and advocating for those living in difficult
situations.

Freeman began his tenure as UT Martin's
chancellor on Aug. 9, most recently
serving as the vice chancellor of enrollment
management and student affairs at the
University of Tennessee at Chattanooga,
but his connection to that campus and the
University of Tennessee System goes much
deeper than that.

Freeman is the sixth of eight children,
having grown up in a public housing
neighborhood in Memphis and graduating
from Central High School. Before he even
attended college, he knew he wanted to
find a job that helps others.

“I thought | wanted to work for a
nonprofit,” he said. “I grew up in a public
housing facility in Memphis, one of those
housing projects in Memphis,” he said.

alumni.utm.edu
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“It was a very poor neighborhood, so
that kind of started my aspiration to say,
‘| want to work for the housing authority
to improve conditions for families who
live in public housing or 'l want to do
something like United Way, raising funds
and extending help to families who need
it."”

Freeman went to UT Chattanooga as
a first-generation college student. He
originally wanted to study engineering, but
found that he preferred an occupation that
worked with people more.

He earned a bachelor’s degree from
UT Chattanooga in political science and
considered going to law school to become
a public advocate.

“ knew | wanted to do work that would
be connected to people and work with
people, but | was not completely sure,”
he said. “In fact, in my junior and senior
years at college, | did a program called the
Tennessee Pre-Professional Program, and it
guaranteed admission into the law school
at the University of Memphis and the UT

College of Law, so | could have gone to
those.

"I did both summers of that and decided
that | would take the master's degree route
instead of going to law school. Once |
finished undergrad, | started the master's
of public administration program.”

Freeman said he had a friend who
suggested getting a master’s degree in
public administration and he said that once
he got into it, “It just came naturally to
me.”

However, it would take him a while
to complete that degree because of a
job he was given by UT Chattanooga in
a position that would change his career
pathway, steering him toward university
administration.

"I was recruiting students in the West
Tennessee area to go to school at UTC,” he
said. “That was my very first job.

“I couldn‘t really take classes in the fall
because it was such a hectic recruiting
schedule, and it was all the way across the
state. At that time, there weren't online
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classes where they allowed you to join in.
You had to be there in class face-to-face,
so it took me about 5' years to finish the
master's program.”

That would not only give Freeman a
familiarity with West Tennessee, but it
would also mark the beginning of an
academic recruitment vocation that would
bring him back to UT Chattanooga and,
eventually, to UT Martin.

“I've been joking with folks to say my
landmarks in northwest Tennessee are high
schools,” he laughed. “If I can get to a
high school, I kind of know what's around
it, so | do have some familiarity with the
area.

“My wife and | started dating before she
graduated from Martin, so | had come and
visited her here a couple of times, so that
brought a familiarity with the area.”

Freeman said he developed a love for
recruiting and working with the admissions
process.

“It is what | really like to do because
| see it as a pathway for folks; it's a
beginning pathway for folks to be
able to transform their lives,” he said.
“What higher ed has done for me is just
phenomenal. | said that | grew up in a
public housing project in Mempbhis. Never,
ever, ever should | be sitting in this seat (in
the chancellor’s office). If it were not for
higher ed and the opportunities that higher
ed provides, | wouldn't be.

“In a lot of ways, it saved my life, so for
me, | see this as a very purposeful way of
giving back to students, to staff, to faculty,
to the community. It's my way of giving

back, so | get energized by it — folks have
to forgive me, because | really do. | really
get energized by helping students and
now, on a broader spectrum, even faculty,
helping them to facilitate the outstanding
waork that they do.”

Freeman completed his master’s degree
in 1998 — graduating just three days
before his son, Yancy Jr., was born.

Freeman was hired for a position at
Baylor School, a private secondary school
in Chattanooga, where he would work
with recruiting and boarding admissions
for two years.

“Then, | came back to UTC in 1999
because the associate director of
admissions position was available,” he
said. “So, | had gone from admissions
counselor to associate director of
admissions at Baylor and then, back
to higher ed as associate director of
admissions at UTC.”

Freeman was promoted to vice
chancellor for enrollment management and
student success at UTC in December 2017.
In that position, he oversaw the operations
of admissions, financial aid and the
registrar’s office as well as advising and
other student success programs like
tutoring and supplemental instruction.

In June 2018, the UTC vice chancellor
for student affairs left that position,
and Freeman took the position on an
interim basis. He would eventually earn
that position, changing his title to vice
chancellor of enrollment management and
student affairs.

Freeman said wanting to give back to
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others has always been a part of him.

“It's always been a part of my DNA," he
said. “It's always been a part of the core of
who | am.”

He added that being a first-generation
college student has given him a
perspective on bringing students with
similar backgrounds to campus.

“It's about access for me,"” he said.

“Itis giving students who might not
possibly think that they could be here and,
excelling and doing well, the chance to see
themselves here.

“If I can‘t do anything else, sharing and
talking about my story and sharing and
talking about ‘If | can do it, you can do it.’
That's the most powerful message that |
can give. | care really hard, | care about
people a lot, and | will work really hard.
Those combinations have always worked
for me. If you have those two things,
everything else is going to come as a result
of that.”

Freeman said that being back where his
wife went to college as the chancellor of
that university is meaningful.

“| am thrilled to be in this community,”
he said. “I am overwhelmed by the
generosity and kindness of the people who
are in this community and the welcome
that | have received coming into this
community.

“| am looking forward to the challenges
that we are going to face together, and I'm
ready to celebrate the wins, because there
are going to be a lot of wins for us as a
campus.”
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Grant Larcom ('ZI) has experienced 3,500 people

watching and listening while he plays a piano solo. And he likes
the feeling — a lot. His love for the piano and performing is taking
this Union City native to stages across the U.S. and beyond as he
regularly tours with Postmodern Jukebox, the traveling musical
collective that transforms popular music into vintage genres.
The ability to play the piano is an enviable talent — in some
cases, a gift —and the 24-year-old takes performing to the next
level as he carves his own niche in the competitive Nashville
music scene.
Larcom was encouraged but never pushed into his love for
music. His father, Danny, owns an HVAC business in Union City,
and he developed his musical interests while listening to his
mother, Lori, play church hymns at home and for local nursing
homes. He began piano lessons at age 5, and he continued to
study for the next 18 years, including classical training that covers
pre-1900s music.
“It (music) was always a major part of my personality,” he said. *
... As early as my memories go back, it was piano, piano, piano.”
He participated in the Union City High School marching band
starting in eigth grade, where he learmed teamwork and, later,
as a piano major at UT Martin, when he discovered his love for
jazz piano and honed his technical skills. He chose UTM because
of familiarity and cost, and as a University Scholar, the cost of his
education was largely covered. His college choice also allowed him
to perform in multiple ways by playing different kinds of music.
“| got to do a lot of different styles of music all at the same time
and learned how to do those effectively,” he said. “I learned how
to manage my time and learned how to practice effectively.”
Dr. Elaine Harriss, UT Martin professor of music, began teaching
Larcom piano in eigth grade, and he continued to study with
the longtime music faculty member through completion of his
undergraduate degree. Harriss remembers Larcom’s excitement for
music and music theory.
"| remember him bursting into my studio excited that he found
a new way to look at music theory from a website or to show me
that he got the extra credit question on a theory test,” Harriss said
“He was ‘turned on’ learning about music theory. This interest
spearheaded his University Scholars project, a Mini Music Theory
Book, and influenced his senior project on jazz piano.”
Larcom recalled two performances in his musical journey that
solidified his passion to perform. The first was his high school
senior recital at the Obion County Public Library in Union City. His
family announced the recital in the newspaper and was surprised
with a larger-than-expected turnout, including people they didn't
know.
"That felt really cool to me that there was this hidden community
of people that apparently had been following me online on social
media and knew of me who | didn't know about, and they came
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out to support me in person,” he said. “ ... I'd say that
was a pretty defining moment for me in terms of just
believing that there are people that care about what I'm
doing, and that felt really great.”

His other career-affirming performance opportunity
happened in September 2021 at Summerfest, held
annually in Milwaukee, Wisconsin, and billed as
“the world's largest music festival.” He learned that
Jackson-based musician Hunter Cross, who owns a
record shop called Third Eye Curiosities, needed a
keyboard player after Cross was invited to play at
Summerfest. The two artists had never met but
connected for a quick rehearsal before heading
to Milwaukee the next day.

"We played and then packed up our stuff
and went and watched ZZ Top at the same
festival,” Larcom said. The experience of
playing for “complete strangers that actually
appreciated what we were doing” confirmed that Nashville
was where he wanted to be.

While recitals and concerts had their place in Larcom’s musical
development, playing extensively at church helped him to reach
other important milestones as a musician.

“It (playing at church) got rid of all of my anxiety when it comes
to performing for a large crowd,” he said of his four years playing
piano for Union City Methodist Church. The experience also
allowed him to experiment freely because his offertory selection
involved playing his own arrangement of a hymn. “I learned how
to make something from nothing on the fly and make something
sound beautiful. It served as a place where | could experiment
freely, not be judged by it.”

Larcom moved to Nashville in January 2022, joining countless
talented musicians attempting to make a living in the music
business. It's not an easy life, and Larcom arrived fully focused on
what he wanted to accomplish.

"A lot of people move to Nashville with big ambitions, and then
they settle for the Broadway bar scene because it's quick, easy,
reliable money. That's the trap of Nashville. You fall into that bar
scene and then you never get out,” he said. “But | am not in that
bar scene. I've stayed really far away from it.”

A short time later in March, Larcom’s journey led him to
Postmodern Jukebox.

Larcom first listened to PMJ in 2015 and was a fan of the music
and arrangements. He didn’t know that PMJ founder Scott Bradlee
had moved the organization's headquarters in recent years from
Los Angeles to Nashville.

One day he was scrolling a Facebook group for musicians when
he saw a casting call for Nashville talent. Sensing this was the
break he sought, Larcom submitted a one-minute audition video
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then waited,

and waited, and waited.”
He finally received a call and auditioned live
with veteran PMJ pianist Jesse Elder. All of this happened

in March, "And then in July, | got an email with a tour offer to do two
months in 36 cities in the U.S. ... and that email changed my life
100%."

Larcom said PMJ began as a “Motown tribute to Nickelback,”
but the group quickly transformed into a much larger concept by
rearranging music from multiple artists.

Today PMJ audiences hear a variety of popular and rock songs
arranged in old classic music styles. He referenced “Gangsta’s
Paradise” by Coolio performed as a swing cover as an example to
show PMJ's creative musical range.

PMJ's audience appeal is the musical arrangements and not
the cast, so several versions of PMJ can tour at the same time in
different parts of the U.S. and the world. This means more potential
opportunities for Larcom and other musicians to perform, and
he's impressed how well the music is received by young and old
audiences alike who are treated to a big-time production.

Larcom has played a range of well-known venues that include the
Ryman Auditorium in Nashville and the Paramount Theatre in Seattle,
where he performed a solo in a packed house of 3,500 concert
goers.

The shows generally include 12 musicians and singers who travel
together on large buses, and Larcom has no problem with the
extended travel, which can last six or seven weeks; overseas tours
have lasted more than several months. The group boards a bus at 10
or 11 p.m., settles into private bunks, travels all night and awakens
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with the bus parked in the city where PMJ will perform. The cast
members then have free time until they attend a sound check
scheduled well ahead of the evening show, followed by more free
time before show preparations begin.

“So, for some people, it's extremely sustainable (the travel). For
some people, it's probably not,” he said. “ ... | think it's a treat in
itself just getting to see all these different places all at once. | like
traveling, though, so if you're content sitting at home all the time,
maybe it's not for you.”

Larcom not only enjoys touring, but he also enjoys the people
associated with PMJ. Recalling his first tour, he has nothing but
positive feelings about the entire experience.

It's very rare that | get to be around 10 other world-class
musicians who just speak the same language as | do,” he said.

" ... There was no more anxiety. ... It was the most welcoming,
open environment I've ever been in.”

Larcom’s practice routine is much different these days compared
to when he was taking piano lessons or attending UT Martin. The
expectation for Nashville musicians is “play a song that you've
never heard before and nail it,” so he must stay at the top of
his game. However, instead of scheduled practice time, he plays
to satisfy his musical curiosity and improves by exploring and
creating at the keyboard. Conversely, PMJ rehearsals are structured
and divided into four eight-hour days. Larcom knows that other
musicians would love to be in his situation, so with no day being
typical, he stays flexible.

Along with his musical gifts, flexibility and patience might
be among Larcom’s most valuable assets.
He would remind other

musicians that the music business ebbs and flows, so he has other
talents to fall back on, such as web and graphic-design skills.
Despite his early success and varied talents, it's not always been
easy to persevere.

“| think the goal for everybody in life should be to find
something you love to do and then figure out how to make a living
off of it, and that's what | finally have been able to do,” he said.
That said, Larcom has had moments when he's been tempted to
rethink his future.

“Even after this last tour with PMJ and | hadn't heard back from
them for just a little while, | was like, ‘This is it. This is it." | was
considering moving back home,” he said. Fortunately, PMJ called
again with another touring opportunity, and Larcom has remained
in Nashville to pursue his dream.

Elaine Harriss is among those who isn't surprised by Larcom’s
early success.

“Grant thoroughly enjoys making music, and he does it well,”
she said. “His pianistic technique, his understanding of music
theory, his facility with various styles of keyboard playing, and his
ensemble flexibility are the musical characteristics necessary for his
chosen field.

“He also has the interpersonal skills, which make him easy to
work with and he's interested in trying out new things.”

As he makes his way in a competitive and uncertain business,
this talented musician can't help but look back to when his parents
encouraged him to take piano lessons. Their support pointed him
toward the stage and ultimately to the next tour destination —
wherever that takes him.

Grant Larcom is in a place he wants to be, and he and his piano
welcome the bright lights as he shares his musical gift with the
world.

Follow his career at grantlar.com.

“Grant thoroughly enjoys making
music, and he does it well... He also
has the interpersonal skills, which
make him easy to work with and he's
interested in trying out new things"

-Dr. Haine Harriss
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For Soheila Maleki (‘91),
with roots in both Iran and the

U.S., food encompasses her
professional life.

Maleki is a research
scientist with the U.S.
Department of Agriculture
in New Orleans, where she
studies food allergies and

ways to reduce the severity
of the problem.
“I've always been
interested in the structure

and function of allergenic proteins in food
and how they interact with the immune
system, as well as the effects of food
processing on the allergenic properties of
foods, in particular of peanuts,” she said.
"A lot of my focus has been research on
peanut allergies, and more recently, my
team has expanded to look at tree nuts
as well as other allergens such as shrimp,
eggs and milk.”

Maleki said her path to studying food
allergies wasn't a straight line but featured
a few twists and turns.

“My mother is from lllinois and my dad
was from Iran, so after graduating high
school in Iran, | moved to
Tennessee for college. It

was a bit of a culture shock,” she said.

Family friends lived in Millington, and
their son had graduated from UT Martin, so
they recommended it to Maleki.

“ was fortunate to be accepted at UT
Martin, she said. “I enjoyed the opportunity
to get to know more people, and it was
an intimate and friendly environment. |
developed great relationships with the
faculty and received more personalized
attention, which was great.”

She earned her bachelor’s degree in
chemistry with a minor in biology.

“My intention was to go to medical
school, but after | took some biochemistry
classes, | realized | wanted to go in a
different direction.”
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Maleki said she discovered a love
for biochemistry during her time at
UT Martin.

“The field just fascinated me,” she
said. "I had to work hard to pass
that first class since | also had two
jobs, but I fell in love with the topic.”

Then a professor gave her the
opportunity to assist in the biochemistry
lab one summer.

“\We were studying hemoglobin and
metabolism levels in tadpoles, and |
enjoyed it so much that | thought, 'This
is it; | want to do this kind of work," so
instead of medical school, | enrolled in
graduate school,” she said.

During graduate school in the
Department of Biochemistry and Molecular
Biology at the University of Arkansas
for Medical Sciences, Maleki found her
particular research area, studying the
structure and functions of proteins.

“I'was in Little Rock, | had just finished
my Ph.D. and gotten engaged, and | didn't

want to leave town,"” she said. “I
knew that a
professor

just down the hall had started looking at
peanut allergies. As it happened, one of
my best friends was a graduate student,
and she had a severe peanut allergy.
That's what piqued my interest, and next
thing you know, | was hooked.”

She began a post-doctoral fellowship
studying the proteins in peanuts that cause
allergic reactions.

One question she often hears is whether
the food allergy problem is getting worse
or if it's just a case of growing public
awareness of the problem.

“The answer is it's both,” she said.
"Peanut allergy has actually tripled in the
last few decades, going from 0.4% of
the population having an allergy to more
than 1.5% in the U.S. Most people now
know at least one other person who has
a food allergy, and that leads to increased
awareness of the problem.”

The globalization of markets may play
a role in this enhanced level of food
allergies, Maleki said.

“Many years ago, we may not have
ever seen a kiwi fruit, but now they're
everywhere,” she said. “The prevalence
of food allergy is different in various
countries and is somewhat dependent on
their diet and environment. In the U.S.,
rice is considered hypoallergenic, but in
Japan, rice is a serious allergy, particularly
because it's a staple of their diet.”

Another big food allergy in Asia is
buckwheat, because it's used to make
soba noodles, which are prevalent in the
diet.

“In the West, peanuts are a major allergy.
The United Kingdom, Australia, Canada
and the U.S. report the highest levels of
peanut allergy, but in the Mediterranean,
peanut allergies are at a very low level,”
she said.

One main way to address the food
allergy problem is by reducing food
sensitivity in children.

“Here in the U.S., for many years, it
was recommended that children should
avoid peanuts and peanut butter until
age 3 because of the choking factor.

But, in the past few years, it has been
shown that, if we were to introduce them
at 4 to 6 months to infants that are at
high risk for developing peanut allergy,
we are likely to change the future,” she
added that research has shown that early
introducation of peanuts can reduce
developement of peanut allergy by 80%.
For children and adults who already have
the allergy, oral immunotherapy can
desensitize them “so that if they have an
accidental exposure, they're not going to
end up in the emergency room."”

Another way to reduce food allergies is
by changing the way foods are processed.
Recently, it was found that food processing
can make oral immunotherapy safer.

“For individuals with allergies to milk
or eggs, it's been shown that, if you bake
the foods into a muffin, it makes it less
dangerous and less painful than giving
them a fried egg or a glass of milk,” she
said. Oral immunotherapy must always be
done under a physician’s supervision in a
clinical setting rather than unsupervised at
home, she said.

However, using a food for
immunotherapy and marketing a
hypoallergenic peanut product to the
public are very different things.




“One of the problems is that, with food processing,
it's difficult for everyone in the industry to change all
of their methods and equipment because, in the grand
scheme of things, everything that happens to the peanut once
it's harvested can be considered processing,” she said. “You can
change a few processes along the line, but the global food supply
chain isn't open to wholesale changes.”

Additionally, changes in the aroma, flavor and texture of food
could lead to reduced acceptance by consumers, she said.

Maleki's research has contributed to the development of the first
food that has been characterized as a pharmaceutical. The product,
Palforzia, is the first food to be approved by the U.S. Food and Drug
Administration for treatment of a food allergy.

As a result of her research, Maleki was a finalist for the 2018
Samuel J. Heyman Service to America Medal, awarded by the
nonpartisan nonprofit Partnership for Public Service. Known as
the “Sammies,” the award highlights the work of U.S. federal
employees.

Looking back, Maleki said she’s grateful for the
opportunities she found at UT Martin.

“I've always appreciated the
education that | got there,” she
said. "I feel like | grew up in
Martin because, when |
arrived, | had just turned
18. It was such a
blessing to go to
school somewhere
where you knew
that people had
your back.”
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Madison King Philpot ('22) is a native of Jackson, so
when she was able to find a job at Jackson-Madison County
General Hospital after graduating from college, she was thrilled, to
say the least.

Philpot (pronounced “FILL-poe”) earned her bachelor of nursing
degree from the University of Tennessee at Martin in May 2022,
and is a labor and delivery nurse at the hospital.

“| did residency that started in June 2022 after | graduated,”
Philpot said. “Then, you go through the rotations of all the
different floors, and then, you sit through the interviews of all the
departments that you really like, and you hope for an offer from
one of those.

"| officially started with labor and delivery in August. It feels
great! | was actually born in that hospital.”

She said that while her college training was excellent, the real-
world experience in the hospital has been helpful as well.

“I've really been blessed with a good group,” she said. “They
have a bunch of seasoned nurses who have taken us new grads
under their wing and taught us so much. Nursing is such a ‘team
sport’ — it really is. You have your patients that you are assigned to,
but we all work together to take care of everybody and make sure
that everybody has the best care.

“You graduate from nursing school and you think, ‘OK, I've got
this,” and then, you show up for work and you think, ‘Oh, there’s
so much more that they couldn't possibly cover (in school).”

Philpot said that while there is a difference between classroom
settings and real-world applications, she has been well-prepared
by her instructors at UT Martin.

“Martin did prepare us with a very extensive amount of clinical
hours,” she said. “But, with labor and delivery being a specialty,
when you graduate and start in a specialty, you have to really hone
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in to the fact that both skills (classroom and real-world) are going to
be applicable to that.

“That's been a whole new perspective, too, but I've really
enjoyed it, and I've had a really good group that taught me a lot.”
Philpot has found that she is combining the lessons learned in
clinical classrooms as well as those learned in her real-world
“classroom" to succeed at her job.

“| feel like Martin prepared me really well with the amount of
class time and clinical hours that we had,"” she said.

Philpot said she was inspired to go into labor and delivery
because she was interested in taking care of new mothers and their
new family members.

"This is a life-changing event, obviously,” she said. "Being able
to enjoy that and share that joy with people is great.

“It can be hard sometimes and not always a happy occasion, but
| enjoy being at the bedside with those patients and get to build
relationships with them and encourage and advocate for them.”

Philpot was inspired to go into the field of medicine by her
parents. Her father, Dr. Michael King ("88), is a dentist in
Jackson (and a UT Martin graduate), and her mother, Michelle, is a
dental hygienist in Michael's office.

“I' knew that | wanted to work in health care in some capacity
from the time | was very young,” Philpot said. “That definitely
played a part in that, because that's what | saw my parents doing.

“Ultimately | chose nursing because I love working directly with
the patients at their bedside. | just really love that aspect of it and
getting to build that relationship with them.”

Learn more about the UT Martin Department of Nursing at
utm.edu/nursing or follow them on social media @utm_nursing.

utm.edu
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o . : SEE MORE ONLINE
A Note From Alumni Relations - Fortremstup ot

information, news and event
. . L ) ¢ schedules, check out the
The fall semester, almost like the new year, brings a sense of change...or new beginnings. This ¢ alumni website at

semester is no different, especially as we begin the academic year celebrating the naming of UT ¢ alumni.utm.edu.
Martin's 12th chancellor, Dr. Yancy Freeman. During the fall semester, we embarked on the “Take

Flight with Freeman” tour, where we introduced Chancellor Freeman to our wonderful alumni

across the region. This tour has brought a renewed energy to alumni participation, and we are

looking forward to reinvigorating alumni engagement across Tennessee.

UT Martin Alumni Relations is searching for alumni ambassadors in every community in
Tennessee. Alumni leaders are the front lines of the UT Martin message and help in recruitment,
alumni events and advocacy efforts. If you are interested in serving as an alumni ambassador in
your community, let us know! Complete our volunteer engagement form at
alumni.utm.edu/volunteer.

Whether or not you sign up as an official alumni ambassador, we consider every alumnus and
alumna an ambassador of UT Martin. By telling your UTM story to prospective students, fellow
community members and even alumni friends, you help to grow the UT Martin network, and we
are tremendously grateful.

We hope to see you back on campus soon.

Dr. Jackie Johnson (‘08, ‘10)
Assistant Vice Chancellor for Alumni Relations and Annual Giving

armi.omni
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Keith and Monica Driscoll ('22)
have traveled many a road together. Their
story includes meeting while serving in the
U.S. Marine Corps, marriage several years
later, attending college together and the
birth of the couple’s first child.

During the last few years, the couple
also made a big dent is their bucket-list
goal to travel to all 50 states, an unlikely
accomplishment as life happened for the
couple. They received their UT Martin
criminal justice degrees during December
2022 commencement exercises in the
Kathleen and Tom Elam Center and keep
moving toward the next adventure.

The Driscolls, who live in Gates, married
in September 2018, the first semester they
started at UT Martin. They continued to
live in Lauderdale County and traveled to
classes together when possible, which was
a 90-minute commute to the main campus.
The Driscolls’ daughter, Maelynne, was
born in July 2019.

Both explored different majors before
settling on criminal justice. Among the real-
world training in their major, the Driscolls
spent a day at the Tennessee Department
of Safety and Homeland Security Training
Center in Nashville (see photo on page
40) and the Lawrence D. Bromley Training
Center located in the C.E. Weldon Building
in Martin. The Bromley Training Center
features a VirTra judgmental use-of-
force simulator to recreate realistic law

enforcement situations.
Continued on page 40
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TRAINING CENTER

Continued from page 39

“There's a big emphasis on the de-escalation training in the
simulator, and | think that really helps a lot,” Keith said. “You're
exposed to a number of different scenarios, and how you react
determines a certain outcome of the simulation.”

While pursuing degrees with a growing family, the Driscolls
pursued a goal to visit every state in the nation. Their daughter’s
birth gave her a head start on her parents’ bucket-list item as
Maelynne has been a part of many trips in her young life.

"\We actually took our first road trip with my mother,” Monica
said. “We went to the Grand Canyon and a few more places (in the
region). That's when our first big road trip started, and then every
summer since then, we've kind of taken road trips, cross-country
road trips for months at a time.”

While the family travel made memories, the ability to take online
classes provided a way to continue progress toward their degrees
while on the road.

"\We've taken a few summer classes while traveling,” Monica
said. "We've actually taken quite a few of Dr. (Brian) Donavant's
classes while we've been traveling. ... We actually like doing the
video discussions for his class.” Donavant is professor of criminal
justice (pictured on page 39 with the Driscolls).

Following years of commuting to Martin, adapting to a mix of
online and in-person classes and plenty of hard work, receiving
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their bachelor’s degrees was a proud moment for the Driscolls.

And the moment was made even more special by crossing the
commencement stage together. With degrees in hand, the couple is
currently partners in a commercial and residential pressure-washing
business, and the future is filled with promise.

“It makes me feel so proud of myself because I've never been
that great at school. ... And for me to graduate with honors and to
actually get my bachelor’s degree — nobody else in my family other
than my mother has actually gotten a college degree,” Monica said.

“Keith and Monica were great students, and | think they both
would make outstanding police officers, but I'm confident the skills
they gained in our program will transition well to other ventures,
and they'll succeed in whatever they do,” Donavant said. "After all,
life’s a journey and situations change. That's what our program and
a UTM education is all about — helping folks to get to where they
want to be.”

Graduation was memorable for another reason — Monica was
expecting the couple’s second child when received their degrees,
and their second daughter, Laynie, was born May 27. Their
growing family will likely plan visits to a few more states to finish
that travel bucket list, which became a memorable part of their
education journey.

utm.edu
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When Jack Miller Jr., of West Side Antiques in Fayetteville,
Tennessee, came across an old book with an inscription indicating
that it came from Martin, he sent the book to his friend, Larry
Holder ('81), who works in the university's Office of Information
Technology Services. Larry, who attended UTM from 1976-77,
looked further into the inscription and soon realized that the
initials “H.M.L." were for Hall-Moody Institute, from which UT
Martin originated. The book was a recently published (circa 1910)
textbook for education students. The student, Lela Duggin,

was confirmed by Karen Elmore, of Paul Meek Library Special
Collections, who found their name listed in the Hall-Moody School
Journal on page 42 under “Complete Enrollment by Departments of
Hall-Moody Institute for the year 1910-1911.” An Internet search
revealed that Lela Duggin married Watt Epps in 1917 and settled
in Rutherford County in the current-day town of Smyrna and taught

West TN Pharms, a West Tennessee
pharmacy chain co-owned by five
University of Tennessee Health Science
Center College of Pharmacy graduates,
received its own UT mural in April 2023
as part of the “Everywhere You Look, UT"
campaign. Kenton Drug Company, located
in Obion County, is home to the 36th
mural in the campaign. Co-owner Derek
Holyfield ("98) is a proud graduate of UT
Martin and the UTHSC College of Pharmacy
('02). Holyfield, along with partners
Jennifer Hopper ('95), Greg Emison,
Brian Whitby (‘01) and Kelly Weaver,
founded the chain of eight pharmacies

in rural West Tennessee with the aim of
providing high-quality pharmaceutical care
to patients in mainly rural, underserved
areas. Pictured (I-r) are Greg Emison, Kelly
Weaver, Brian Whitby, Jenny Hopper and
Derek Holyfield.
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at Hunt's Hill School, which operated until at least 1918. Lela was
born in 1888 and died in 1973. The textbook was likely part of an

estate sale, eventually finding its way to Jack Miller's antique store
and his keen eye for historical Martin artifacts.

B/wadﬁi’l your hb/u’%ﬂj with a ?MJ[‘A‘{'G degree !

To see all our available graduate programs, visit:
utm.edu/degreeprograms

alumni.utm.edu
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Candace Tate ('04) and Tonya Parson

Tonya Parson, Dr. Mark McCloud and Brian Bougard
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In memory

Names, graduation years, hometowns
and dates of death are noted. Other
names listed are UT Martin faculty, staff
and university supporters. Names were
submitted or identified by the Office of
Alumni Relations or the Office of University
Relations. Graduation dates are noted in
parentheses for UT Martin graduates.

* Sam Anderson ('75), of Martin,
passed away Aug. 23, 2023 (former UT
Martin International Programs faculty
member).

* John Edward Bell, of Union City,
passed away April 29, 2023 (retired
librarian, Paul Meek Library).

* John Steven Carter ('81), of
Coppell, Texas, passed away June 22,
2023.

» Wayne Chester, of Martin, passed
away May 30, 2023 (retired professor
emeritus of geography).

* Robert Conley Sr. ('62), of
Southaven, Mississippi, passed away
May 13, 2023.

* Dr. Steven Denver Crews ('90), of
Union City, passed away May 4, 2023.

* Dr. Dwight Gatwood, of Martin,
passed away July 17, 2023 (retired
professor emeritus of music).

* Bonnie Hernon, of Martin, passed
away June 11, 2023 (former music
faculty member).
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Roy Herron ('75), of Dresden,
passed away July 9, 2023 (see related
story).

Joe Lofaro ('88, '12), of Martin,
passed away March 11, 2023 (former
UT Martin Sports Information Director).

James Walter Lynch Jr. ('86), of
Waynesboro, passed away Feb. 28,
2023.

Paula Morris ('61), of Sharon,
passed away June 10, 2023.

Richard “Dick” Moseman ('65),
of Hilliard, Ohio, passed away March
22,2023.

Robert Melvin Page ('76), of
Memphis, passed away May 1, 2023.

Courtney Rea ('08), of Martin,
passed away March 26, 2023.

Dr. Gary Steinke, of Martin, passed
away Aug. 5, 2023 (retired professor
emeritus of communications).

Stan Suiter ("13), of Martin, passed
away Aug. 12, 2023.

Elsie May Templeton, of Memphis,
passed away Feb. 26, 2023 (retired
housing custodian).

Dr. James E. Toomey, of Greenville,
South Carolina, passed away March

1, 2023 (retired associate professor
emeritus of education).

Dr. Bill Zachry, of Memphis,

passed away June 19, 2023 (former
psychology faculty member and Honors
Programs director).

“My hope is that future generations will not
forget those who have worked and sacrificed to
make the institution what it is today.
They have left behind a lasting legacy.”

Bob Carroll, The University of Tennessee at Martin:
The First One Hundred Years

utm.edu



1969

Robert M. (Pete) Counce ('69),
professor emeritus of chemical and
biomolecular engineering, retired from the
University of Tennessee in June 2023. He
remains active in chemical and electro-
chemical separation research.

1976

David Belote ('76, ‘80), of Martin, was
named Weakley Countian of the Year on
April 18 at the Weakley County Chamber of
Commerce Annual Banquet. In addition to
his time at UT Martin, David has served as
Martin city alderman and executive director
of the Tennessee Soybean Festival. He
began work at the university in September
1976 and fully retired in May 2023 from
UTM. His final university position was
interim director of campus recreation.

1982

Heather Jensen ('82) retired from the
University of Nebraska at Omaha after an
18-year career as the university animal care
coordinator.

1984

The Rev. Roger Shock ('84), a native
of Jackson, Tenn., is the pastor of Union
City Methodist Church and an elder in the
Global Methodist Church. In addition to
his UT Martin degree, he holds a Master
of Divinity from Memphis Theological
Seminary. He and his wife, Jan, a Lambuth
University graduate, have five grown
children.

1988

Dr. Brian Clardy ('88), an associate
professor of history at Murray State
University, was unanimously elected the
chair of the Kentucky Humanities Council
(KHO) board of directors. He was first
appointed to the KHC and the Kentucky
Oral History Commission by Governor Andy
Beshear in 2020.

1995

Dr. Julie Basler ("95) was recognized

as one of the “Top 20 People Changing
Career Education” in 2022. She was
selected by an independent committee for
her work in improving mental health and
the well-being of students, faculty and staff
across her campus.

2002

Tymikia Glenn ('02) was named
executive director of the new, state-of-the-
art Georgette and Cato Johnson YMCA in
Memphis.

2005

Nicholas Glenn ('05) was named a
regional director for the Law Enforcement
Against Drugs and Violence (L.E.A.D.)
national program.

2007

Latoya Brewer ('07) welcomed a baby
boy in June 2023. The future Skyhawk's
name is Chase Alexander.

utm.edu/campusscene

Share your story with us! Submit a Skyhawk Note at alumni.utm.edu.

class notes
2013

Kimberly Woods ("13) earned a
promotion to manager of alumni affairs at
Rust College in Holly Springs, Mississippi.
Rust College, founded in 1866, is the
oldest historically Black university on the
state.

Nathan Grasfeder ('13), a civil
engineer at L.I. Smith & Associates (LIS),
earned his engineering license in the
state of Tennessee making him the third
professional engineer on the LIS staff. He
specializes in site development.

2016

Dr. Hope Becton ('16) graduated with a
Ph.D. in plant and environmental sciences
from Clemson University. She accepted

a research specialist position at North
Dakota, where she will be conducting
research in soybean pathology.

2017

Alec Richardson ('17) was appointed in
July as a senior advisor to Tennessee Gov.
Bill Lee and a member of the governor's
cabinet. The Perry County native attended
the UT Martin Parsons Center.

2021

Melisa Haymore ('21) completed her
education specialist degree at Middle
Tennessee State University and has started
her doctorate at Virginia University in
Lynchburg.
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The Lifetime Giving Society is comprised of a select circle of donors whose significant and sustained support profoundly impacts the
University of Tennessee at Martin. The society recognizes donors who contribute $25,000 or greater to the university over the course of
their lifetimes or through their estates.

Bill and Rosann Nunnelly
Lee and Melanie Taylor

James and Janet Ayers
Randy and Jenny Boyd
The Boyd Foundation
Bill and Carol Latimer
H.J. and Mary Lou Maxedon
Charles and Bettye Moore

William L. Blankenship
Paul Blaylock MD JD and Gaynelle Nolf PhD
Barbara A. Briggs
Warren and Pat Carmichael
Harry L. Crisp Il
Sylvia Collier Davis
Sandy and Martha Edinger
J. Reginald Hill
Gail M. Latimer
Warner R. Pace Il
Pepsi MidAmerica
Ray and Wilma Smith
Amy and Bill Rhodes
John and Delores Sorey
The Tucker Foundation
Tim and Ruth White
James and Barbara Wingett

Leslie Freemon Benmark
CampusEAl
Crawford and Nancy Gallimore
Goodyear Tire & Rubber Company
Houston and Deborah Gordon
JPIN Investments, LLC
Ed and Andrea Loughry
George and Madelyn Pritchett
Robert and Ramona Smith
R. Van Swaim
Tosh Farms
James and Alonna Tosh
Karen Lesla Hale Young

Lynn M. Alexander
Dale and Julie Allen
Dorothy F. Boensch
Milo and Shirley Borden
Jeffrey Campbell
Charles S. Cox
EdAmerica, Inc.
Joseph and Vicki Exum
FB Financial Corporation
First Citizens National Bank
Forcum Lannom Contractors, LLC
Bettye L. Giles
Bettie Graham
Hendrix Educational Foundation
Walter E. Hoffmann and Ann L. Johnson
Jochum Moll Foundation
Brittany Kasprack
Peggy Lovejoy
Bill and Sandra Murray
Ned R. McWherter Charitable Foundation, Inc.
George L. Nelson
Earl and Patricia Pope
Joe Porter
Dee Fields Pritchett
Rehabilitation Corporation of Tennessee
Ripley Gas and Water
Rodeo Boosters Club, Inc.
Richard and Betty Smith
Michael and Ann Swaim
John and Betty Ann Tanner
Tennessee Farmers Cooperative
Tennessee Health Management, Inc.
U.S. Smokeless Tobacco Company
UT Federal Credit Union
Sarah C. Warren
Weakley Farmers Co-op
Lizabeth A. Wyant

Alexander Thompson Arnold, PLLC
Larry D. Alexander
Jerry and Clara Jo Arnold
Bancshares of Ripley, Inc.
Betsy Ross Foundation, Inc.
David H. Bryan
Shirley Burkeen
CB &S Bank
CC Coin Caterers
Dennis D. Cavin
H. Hughes Clardy
John and Jane Clark
Robert E. Clendenin, Jr.
Coca-Cola Bottling Company
Coca-Cola Foundation
Mai H. Coffey
Community Foundation of Middle Tennessee
Richard and Anne Demirjian
Nick and Cathy Dunagan

Farm Credit of Mid-America ACA
Scott L. Ferguson
Jana L. Fuqua
Golightly Foundation, Inc.
Jeffrey and Alanda Gross
Graham Family Foundation
Tommy and Joan Graham
H & M Company, Inc.
Hamilton-Ryker Group, Inc.
Todd and Jennifer Hampton
Nikki Heck
Linda S. Highers
Michael and Nancy Hinds
Gerald M. Holloway
William C. Hoy Jr.
Yukari Hyde
Renee lacona
Martha Ingram
Richard and Melba Jackson
Ronald and Carol Kirkland
Gail M. Latimer Foundation
Jim Leighton and Diane Georgi
Samuel E. Landrum
Eric and Christina Lester
Joanne F. Lillegard
Machtig Group, Inc.
Martin Rotary Club
Wayne and Diane McCreight
William and Joan McGraw
Jay and Shannon McPherson
Terry and Mary Jane Murphree
Janice W. Noble
Randy and Margaret Perry
Marshall Priest
Stan Pritchett
Procter and Gamble Fund
Reelfoot Bancshares, Inc.
Ripley Power and Light
King and Judy Rogers
John and Greta Salmon
Yvette M. Schmucker
Science History Institute
Security Bank & Trust Company
David and Linda Ross Shoaf
David and Joellyn Slott
Art and Tammy Sparks
Tennessee Farm Bureau Federation
Tennessee Road Builders Association
TLM Associates, Inc.
John and Lily Van Dyck
Patricia T. Wade
F. David Waller
West Tennessee Healthcare, Inc.
West Tennessee Young Farmers and Homemak-
ers Leadership Development
Roger and Juli Williams
Williams Sausage Company, Inc.
WQLT/WSBM
Charles L. Youngerman

AT &T Foundation
Patricia Adams
Shashi Airee
Albemarle Corporation

Allegro Fine Foods, Inc.
Alpha Delta Pi Sorority
Bill and Dianne Austin
Patrick and D'Ann Averwater
Kathleen Ayers
BB's Warehouse
Thomas and Wendy Beasley
Boaz Furniture and Appliance, Inc.
Bryant and Sam Bondurant
Emory and Melinda Bradley
Brayton Foundation
Billy and Denise Brown
John and Julia Brundige
Barry and Pamela Buckley
Peter and Lisa Bukeavich
Alexander and Kate Bynum
Carey Counseling Center, Inc.
Jerry and Linda Carpenter
Camille Carr
Angela M. Carter
Larry and Susan Carter
Keith and Hollianne Carver
Chi Omega House Corporation
Chickasaw Electric
Key and Amy Chu
Phillip and Mitsy Clendenin
Community First Bancshares, Inc.
Cade Cowan
Al and Michelle Creswell
Jerry D. Crosser
Timothy and Janice Crossett
Dana Corporation Foundation
Charley and Shannon Deal
Leland and Tajuana Davis
Decatur County Bank
Dement Construction
William R. DiGiorgio Sr.
Dennis and Martha Drexler
Marvin Downing
Eaton Corporation
Wilbur G. Edmiston
William and Lisa Edwards
Bobby Ellis
ExxonMobil Foundation
Farmers Bank
Fats Everett Memorial, Inc.
John and Barbara Fillion
First Choice Farm & Lawn
First Tennessee Bank
FirstBank
John and Elizabeth Foote
Chris B. Fuller
Dawn Gunter Gabriele
Thomas and Molly Gallien
Susan Holly Gallup
Robert H. Gibson
D. Beaird Glover
Rusty and Candy Goad
Dorsey “Pete” and Marjorie Gossett
David and Cheryl Graham
Newell and Bettie Graham Foundation
Great Lakes Dredge and Dock Company, LLC
Carolyn P. Gresham
Amy Groefsema
Jacky and Nell Gullett
James and Mary Lee Hall
Elaine Harriss
David and Dana Hart
Tom and Sherry Hendrix
Herman Jenkins Motors
Tish and John Jay Hooker
Mary Ivey



George and Linda Jennings
Johnson & Johnson Family
of Companies
Gordon and Jeanie Jones
Dennis and Constance Keller
Clayton E. Klutts
Dorothy White and Jaime White Koziol
Gilbert L. Kraine
Martha Lee Lacy
Kent and Elizabeth Landers
T.0. and Carol Lashlee
Chuck B. Latham
Rodger P. Lewis
J. Kevin and Kathleen Loebbaka
William and Susan Lowry
Brett Machtig
Olen B. Mallard
Mike and Rita Maness
David Marco
Clinton and Renee Marshall
Marvin Windows and Doors
Mel Mattison
David and Donna McBeth
Scott and Lora McDonald
Stephen and Bea Mohler
Jackie and Kathie Moore
Murry and Deborah Moore
Patricia and Hunter Mountjoy
Ernest and Penny Moser
MTD Products, Inc.
David W. Murphy Sr.
Harold and Suzanne Nichols
Joseph and Lee Ann Norville
Frank and Cathy Nutt
Parker Hannifin Foundation
Walter Parrish and Judy Colonnese
Jon and Joan Peters
Project Staffing, Inc.
Todd and Shelley Putvinski
R & S Investment Properties
M. Linda Ramsey
Suzanne M. Regen
RFW Construction Group, LLC
Joseph and Vicky Rimstidt
Dianne Robinson
Rockwell Collins, Inc.
Rose Construction
Paul and Nancy Rose
James and Patricia Rucker
Selmer/McNairy Co. Industrial Dev.
Board
Alison Lee Smith
Barrie and Kathy Smith
Ray Smith Rentals and Farms

Southern Assembly and Packaging, Inc.

Southwestern Company
Julie E. Spurlock
William and Jennifer Stocker
John and Carmel Swartz
Taylor Automotive
Tennessee Valley Authority
Barbara V. Thompson
Thunderbolt Broadcasting Company
Joel Usery and Becky Fox-Usery
UTM Football Alumni Association
Cary and Lalania Vaughn
Volunteer State Student Assistance
Scholarship
Penta Volvo
Weakley County Motors
Hunter and Suzanne Welles
West Tennessee Agriculture Museum
Association, Inc.

James H. Westbrook Jr.
White and Associates Insurance
Larry and Kay White
Dennis and Sue Williams
Don and Linda Wright
G. Bradford Wright
Young Men'’s Business Club
Zeta Tau Alpha Foundation, Inc.

Thomas and Rebecca Alascio
Allen & O’Hara Education Services, Inc.
Alpha Gamma Rho Alumni Association

Robert Vernon Anthony
Jon and Kristy Ayers
Bank of America Corporation
Bank of Fayette County
Leo and Mona Beale
Robert and Mary Beard
Bekaert Corporation
Jack and Cynthia Bendure
Brad and Betsy Biggs
Lindsay Biggs
Phil and Tracey Bivens
Joseph and Phyllis Brasher
Eric and Rebecca Brockwell
Glenn and Jamie Bruce
Brundige Insurance Agency
Joe and Doreen Bruner
Dianne Bryant
John and Kathy Bucy
Richard and Dorothy Butler
Hal and Melanie Bynum
Jake and Alyssa Bynum
Robert and Sue Byrd
C. M. Gooch Foundation
Donley and Jenny Canary
Sal and Kris Capua
Carlson Consulting Engineers, Inc.
Carroll Bank and Trust
Bob and Kay Carroll
Chi Omega Fraternity Xi Zeta Chapter
Rebecca Lynn Claytor
Robert and Juli Clendenin
Colonial Rubber Works
Andy and Susanne Collins
Commercial Bank and Trust Company
Douglas P. Conkey
M. Kaye Cooper
Ronald Cooper
Corteva Agriscience
Ed and Shannon Cotter
Country Radio Broadcasters, Inc.
Lance and Karla Culley
Patrick and Karen Culumovic
David and Pamela Dahl
Dan Post Boot Company
Design Team Sign Company
Dorothy Snider Foundation
Elwood and Denise Doss
Lee and Karen Downing
Ann Duncan
Dianne V. Duncan
DuPont Pioneer Hi-Bred International
Don Durden
EBSCO Industries, Inc.
E. W. James and Sons Supermarkets
Beverly Eaton
Eli Lilly and Company Foundation
Jerry and Gerry Emmons
Timothy and Heather Erskine
George A. Fain
Brent and Heather Feathers
Carla W. Field
FirstBank
First Choice Farm & Lawn
First Farmers & Merchants Bank
Paul Fisher
Walter and Heidi Fletcher
Keith and Linda Fowler
Amy S. Frankum
Jeff and Cheryl Fuqua
G. H. Weems Educational Fund
Harvey and Linda Gardner
Emery and Judith Gathers

John Sallee and Ann Gathers
Dianne Gatwood
James and Mary Beth Gentry
Gibson County Farm Bureau
James and Jenna Glasgow
Beth Akins Goff
Graves and Graves Construction
Glenda A. Graves
Greenfield Banking Company
Jeff Gregory
Darryl and Sarah Gresham
Scott and Courtney Grimm
Francis M. Gross
Wil D. Guess
Gregory and Marian Guy
H. C. Spinks Clay Company
Geoffrey and Meg Kinnard Hardee
Clarence and Jerrian Harris
Harrison-Richardson
HCA Foundation
He Reins Quarter Horses, Inc.
Melissa K. Hendrix
Hewlett Packard Company
Bobby and Barbara Higgs
DeAnn K. Hindman
Dickey and Waldeen Hinson
Robert and Karen Hinson
Dan and Nancy Hippensteel
David Kellett Hochreiter
The Houff Family
John and Jane Howard
Inco Ag Irrigation
Influence1 Foundation
Richard and Lisa Jackson
Edward L. Jessup Jr.
Donna L. Jones
Mark and Kathryn Joyner
Robert and Vicki Kainz
Shirley Kaler
Chris and Tina Kelly
Kerry and Martha Killebrew
Richard and Connie Killebrew
Sid and Lynn King
Jennifer Kinnard
Kiwanis Club of Martin
Joseph and Tracey Kizer
Danny and Linda Knapp
KPMG Foundation
La Grange Cultural Foundation, Inc.
Chuck B. Latham
Leading Market Technologies
Susan Wade Lee
Anthony Leedy
Leland Powell Fasteners, Inc.
Levi Strauss and Company
Christy Linders
Garette and Sarah Lockee
David Loebbaka and Allison Nelson
Flozaida G. Lomax
Linda Wren Luther
Jo Ann Lynn
Grace Madden
Michelle Malec
Lee and Ann Carol (A.C.) Mayo
Jeff McCullough
Krystal McNallie
McWhorter Foundation
Rachael L. Meek
Joey and Sandy Mehlhorn
Harald and Denair Melson
Memphis Contract Packaging, Inc.
Midway USA Foundation
Forrest B. Miller
Mancil and Arlys Milligan
Zachariah Todd Mills
Monsanto Company
Robert and Patricia Moore, Jr.
Mike and Carolyn Moss
Murphy Funeral Home and Florist
Robert M. Norton
Al and Laura Oliver
Anita Oliver

Thomas T. Overton
Robin Pape
Parsons Decatur County Higher Education
Foundation
Joan G. Patterson
Paul Fisher Qil Company, Inc.
Performance Chiropractic, LLC
Paul and Amy Perkins
John and Marlow Peters
Pfizer Foundation
Place Properties
Sandy G. Powell
Burnie and Suzanne Powers
David Pratt
Jack and Linda Price
K. Blake and Suzanne Ragsdale
Thomas and Glenda Rakes
Charles and Judy Rayburn
Arnold L. Redman
Jerry and Gwen Reese
Reinke Manufacturing Company, Inc.
Richland/Baron-Blakeslee, Inc.
Joan F. Ricks
Edie A. Schoeberl
Jerald J. Schoberl, Sr.
Seaboard System Railroad
Allen and Carolyn Searcy
Security Bancorp of Tennessee, Inc.
Jack and Barbara Shannon
James and Emily Shore
SIC Project Management
Sara S. Sieber
Bill and Linda Simrell
Smith Family Trust
Reese and Emily Smith
Sodexo Management, Inc.
William and Len Solomons
State Farm Companies Foundation
Ryan and Whitney Stover
Keith and Jeanna Swafford
Scott and Whitney Taylor
Temple-Inland, Inc.
Michael and Justine Tidwell
Jessie Ruth Tiller
Catherine Harris Tindley
Thomas and Melanie Townsend
Brenda Trammell
Jimmy and Barbara Trentham
Tyson Foods
United Way of Obion County
United Way of West Tennessee
UTM Faculty Women's Club
Steve and Vicki Vantrease
Jon Veazey
Billy and Margaret Vestal
Buddy and Patricia Viniard
Volner and Sons Sawmill, Inc.
Ricky and Mahalinda Volner
Mary K. Vowell
Will and Kimberly Wade
WAG Corporation
Mark G. Warren
Sandra Wasson
Danny and Alma Watkins
Phil and Pat Watkins
West Tennessee Bone & Joint Clinic
West Tennessee Healthcare Foundation
West Tennessee Industrial Association, Inc.
WGEM Radio
Charles E. Wharton
Jerry and Carla Wilhite
Kevin and Anne Wolf
Earl and Jenna Wright
Wynridge Golf Course
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Dennis Cavin
Centennial Bank
Central Distributors, Inc.
Chickasaw Electric
Key and Amy Chu
John and Jane Clark
Phillip and Mitsy Clendenin
Robert E. Clendenin Jr.
Wyatt Cole Memorial Rodeo Scholarship, Inc
Greg and Isabella Cole
Brittany Kasprack
Andy and Susanne Collins
Color Shop Construction
Commercial Bank and Trust Company
Conner Real Estate
Ed and Shannon Cotter
Cade Cowan
Robert and Betty Cowsert
Trent and Nicole Cowsert
Russell and Betty Cox
Coy Lutz Memorial Scholarship Fund
David and Heard Critchlow
Patrick and Karen Culumovic
George and Bonnie Daniel
Darryl Daugherty
Sylvia Collier Davis
Charley and Shannon Deal
Design Team Sign Company
Estate of Mary Elizabeth Devault
Dillard Door Specialty Co., Inc.
John Dillard
Elwood and Denise Doss
Estate of Mary Jo Dougherty
Chris and Hailey Douglas
Christopher and Tracy Dowell

N

The society recognizes
donors who have given
$1,000 or more
in the last year.

2K Logistics, LLC
John and Beverly Akers
Alexander Thompson Arnold, PLLC
Lynn M. Alexander
Dale and Julie Allen
Alpha Delta Kappa- Omicron Chapter
Alpha Omicron Pi Mother's Club
Mark Alspaugh
Sudie W. Alston
Amro Music Stores, Inc.
Ralph and Lisa Anderson
Anna Kate Wenz Fight Foundation
Robert V. Anthony
Jerry and Clara Jo Arnold
Atlantic Logistics Management, LLC
Bill and Dianne Austin
Patrick and D'Ann Averwater
Stephen and Mary Ann Baker
Bancshares of Ripley, Inc.
John and Kathy Barker
BB's Warehouse
Beard Farms
Robert and Mary Beard

Alex Beene Marvin Downing
Amy Cole Belew Nick and Cathy Dunagan
Bart A. Belew Cody and Glenna Dunagan
Ann Duncan

Bryan and Olivia Bell
Will and Denise Bell
Jack and Cynthia Bendure
Benefits First, LLC
James R. and Teresa J. Bentley
Scott ond Carole Berryman
Betsy Ross Foundation, Inc.
Edward E. Bevill
Patricia A. Billing-Medel
Phil and Tracey Bivens
Frank S. Black
Ruby L. Black
William L. Blankenship
Paul Blaylock MD JD
Yvette Blue
Jerry and Janet Bomar
Kyle and Laura (McFall) Bond
Milo and Shirley Borden
Randy and Jenny Boyd
John and Patricia Branch
Joe and Phyllis Brasher
Estate of Raymond A. Bratcher
Dave and Julie Bratcher
Kathryn Y. Bray
Brayton Foundation
Jason and Jill Brigance
Eric and Rebecca Brockwell
Laura Brown
Cheryl Browne
Glenn and Jamie Bruce
John and Julia Brundige
David H. Bryan
John and Kathy Bucy
Alexander J. and Kate Bynum
Hal and Melanie Bynum
Jake and Alyssa Bynum
Robert and Sue Byrd
Terry Canady
Sal and Kris Capua
Stephen D. and Alice-Catherine Carls
Warren and Pat Carmichael
Jerry and Linda Carpenter
Chris and Kathy Carroll

Robert and Sarah Duncan
Brian and Emily Dunn
Doris Dunn
Ray L. Dunn Jr.
Beverly Eaton
Carol A. Eckert
Jerry and Gerry Emmons
Enterprise Holdings Foundation
Estate of Anne P Church
Estate of Nancy Graham
Wilburn and Joellen Evans
Joe and Vicki Exum
Fand M Consulting, Inc.
Danelle Fabianich
Farm Credit Mid-America
Estate of Henry L. Farrar, Jr.
FB Financial Corporation
Matthew T. Fennel
Scott Lewis Ferguson
Carla W. Field
First Bank
First Choice Farm & Lawn
First Choice Sales and Marketing Group
First Citizens National Bank
First Community Bank
First Farmers & Merchants Bank
Paul Fisher
Robert and Jackie Fitts
Walter and Heidi Fletcher
John and Elizabeth Foote
Forcum Lannom Contractors, LLC
Danny and Beth Forrester
Keith and Linda Fowler
Franklin Noon Rotary
Fuller Partners Real Estate
Jana L. Fuqua
Franco and Dawn Gabriele
Susan Holly Gallup
Emery and Judith Gathers
Kent and Mary Ann Gearin
Frank and Jan Gibson
Michael and Edie Gibson

Bob and Kay Carroll Bettye L. Giles
Keith and Hollianne Carver Rusty and Candy Goad
Beth Goff

Roger and Diedre Castaldo

Glad and Wanda Castellaw

Wendell and Frances Cates
Charles and Michelle Cavaness

Newell and Bettie Graham
Roy Neil Graves
Jeff Gregory

Carolyn P. Gresham
Darcia D. Gresham
Darryl and Sarah Gresham
Bud and Virginia Grimes
Jeffrey and Alanda Gross
Jacky and Nell Gullett
H & M Company, Inc.
Monice Hagler
Forrest and Bonnie Hall
Hamilton-Ryker Group, Inc.
Todd and Jennifer Hampton
Geoffrey and Meg Kinnard Hardee
Hardin County UT Alumni Association
Charles and Marita Harding
David and Dana Hart
David and Lori Hays
Charles Brent and Jennifer Hedge
Julie Henderson
William and Constance Hensley
Martha Herndon
Ava Hicks
Bobby and Barbara Higgs
Linda Sue Highers
Reggie Hill
Michael and Nancy Hinds
Dickey and Waldeen Hinson
Robert and Karen Hinson
Estate of Dr. Perry Hockaday
John and Rebecca Hodges
Walter Hoffmann and Ann Johnson
Adam and Andrea Holland
Gerald M. Holloway
Robert and Patricia Holt
HTL Advantage
Michael and Kris Huber
HundredX, Inc.
Keith and Stephannie Hurt
Yukari Hyde
Renee lacona
In The Big Inning, LLC
John and Laurinda Ingram
Richard and Melba Jackson
Shirley Jackson
Estate of William Lee Johnson
Ben Jones
Donna L. Jones
Phillip and Derenda Jones
Tiffany Jones
Brent and Ashley Jones
Mark and Kathryn Joyner
Dennis and Constance Keller
Larry and Virginia Kelly
Kerry and Martha Killebrew
Richard and Connie Killebrew
Kiwanis Club of Martin
Louis and Stephanie Kolitsch
Dorothy White and Jaime White Koziol
La Cabana
La Grange Cultural Foundation, Inc.
Richard Garlitz and Renee LaFleur
Caleb H. Lamb
Kent and Elizabeth Landers
Samuel E. Landrum
Gail M. Latimer
Bill and Carol Latimer
Trent and Joanna Latta
Ted Lawson
Leaders Education Foundation Inc.
Susan Lee
Donnie and Nancy Leggett
Daryl Leonard
Andy and Megan Lewter
Thomas and Frances Lindow
John and Lisa Lindsey
Mathew and Sandra Lipscomb
Garette and Sarah Lockee
Ed and Andrea Loughry
Peggy Lovejoy
Hadley and Tracey Malone
Clinton and Renee Marshall
Martin Rotary Club
Chris Martin
MasterFit Medical Supply, LLC
Jackie and Shelby Matthis
Lee and Ann Carol (A.C.) Mayo
Paul and Nancylee McCord
Dennis and Linda McCurry

Kurt and Jessica McGuffin
Chad and Taylor McMackin
Allison McMillan
Philip and Jacqueline McNamara
Christopher and Petra McPhearson
Michael and Mary Jane McWherter
Joey and Sandy Mehlhorn
Eric and Betsy Brasher Melby
Darryl and Marty Melton
Zachariah Todd Mills
Joe and Karolyn Mobley
Joshua and Amanda Moon
Charles and Bettye Moore
Robert and Patricia Moore
Brannon Morgan
Amy Moser
Ernie and Penny Moser
Patricia and Hunter Mountjoy
Bill and Sandra Murray
Robert and Jeanie Nanney
Nashville Superspeedway, USA, Inc.
George L. Nelson
Stewart and Martha Nelson
Janice W. Noble

Paul and Gaynelle Blaylock
William and Toni Norcross
Northwest Tennessee Development District
Joseph and Lee Ann Norville
NP Cares, LLC
Nunn Cotton Company, Inc.
Rosann Nunnelly
Ochiltree Foundation
James Or, Jr.

Derek Merwe and Stephanie Paris
Parker Hannifin Foundation
Judy Parker
Walter Parrish and Judy Colonnese
Ronnie Partee
Paul Fisher Oil Company, Inc.
Frank and Vanessa Paulino
Pepsi MidAmerica
Performance Chiropractic, LLC- Cory and
Anna Davis
PetVet Care Centers Management, LLC
Gregory and Lorraine Phelps
Daniel A. Pittman
Mitchell L. Pollard
Ray and Donna Pollard
Jack and Linda Price
Marshall F. Priest Il

Dee Fields Pritchett
Todd and Shelley Putvinski
Joey Quick
Linda Ramsey
Charles and Judy Rayburn
Arnold L. Redman
Jerry and Gwen Reese
Rehabilitation Corporation of Tennessee
RFW Construction Group, LLC
Amy and Bill Rhodes
Brad and Angie Ridgeway
Ripley Gas and Water
Ripley Power and Light
Jim and Martha Rippy.
Ryan and Cherie Roberts
Richard and Fran Robinson
Richard C. Robinson
R. Lemoyne Robinson
Rodeo Boosters Club, Inc.
Rose Construction
Paul and Nancy Rose
Burton and Tracy Rutledge
John and Greta Salmon
Jennie Sargent
Zach Sawyers and Kathryn Bray
Ronald and Carolyn Schomaker
Scott Golf Management
David and Susan Searcy
Security Bank & Trust Company
Brian and Dana Self
Selmer/McNairy Co. Industrial Dev. Board
Shaidnagle Luckey Family Gifts
Jack and Barbara Shannon
Jean E. Sharp
SIC Project Management
Simmons Bank
Estate Of Mary Baird Simpson

Jason and Julie Simpson
SMC Recycling
Alison Lee Smith
Barrie and Kathy Smith
Brian W. Smith
Ray and Marie Smith
Clinton Smith
Robert and Ramona Smith
Ray and Wilma Smith
Tim and Donna Soder
Melinda A. Solmon
Southwest Tennessee Development District
Art and Tammy Sparks
Blake and Ashleigh Stevens
Lee and Judy Stevenson
Strickland Roofing Company; Inc.
Todd and Stacie Sullivan
Dustin and Whitney Summers
Keith and Jeanna Swafford
Austin and Kristen Swafford
Swaim Realty
Mark Swaim
R. Van Swaim
Charles Taylor
Joe and Beverly Taylor
Nick Taylor
Tennessee Tractor, LLC
Tennessee Veterinary Medical Association
Samuel and Gale Tharpe
Newell and Bettie Graham Foundation
The Tucker Foundation
Thunderbolt Broadcasting Company
TLM Associates, Inc.
George Tomchak and Darcia Gresham
Tosh Farms
James and Alonna Tosh
Trane Company
Jimmy and Barbara Trentham
Evan and Eva Trevathan
Tyson Foods
United Methodist Women
Joel Usery and Becky Fox-Usery
UT Federal Credit Union
UTM Student Chapter/ Wildlife Society
Derek van der Merwe and Stephanie Paris
Steve and Vicki Vantrease
Cary and Lalania Vaughn
Volvo Penta Marine Products, LLC
William and Mary Vowell
Alexander and Linda Waddell
Will and Kimberly Wade
Walker Diesel Services
Danny and Susan Walker
Sean and Emily Walker
Danny and Alma Watkins
Phillip and Patricia Watkins
Weakley Co. Soil Conservation District
Weakley County Land Company
Weakley Farmers Co-op
Sheldon and Joyce Wells
Wendell Alexander Realty
Phil and Brenda Wenk
West Tennessee Healthcare Foundation
West Tennessee Healthcare, Inc.
West Tennessee Industrial Association, Inc.
West TN Young Farmer/ Homemakers
Leadership Development
Walton and Cynthia West
Westan Insurance Group
James H. Westbrook Jr.
James Timothy White and
Ruth Campbell White
Jerry and Carla Wilhite
Victoria Wilkinson
J. Randy and Ann Williams
Dennis and Sue Williams
Sheila Wilson
Jim and Barbara Wingett
Alpha Phi Alpha, MB
Todd and Susan Winters
Thomas and Patty Witty
John and Patricia Woolfolk
Earl and Jenna Wright
Xi Lambda Omega
Charles L. Youngerman
Sandra Zehntner



STUDENT SPOTLIGHT

Iman Ahmed,

Iman Ahmed has certainly made the
most of her time as a UT Martin student.

In Spring 2023, Ahmed served as
an intern in the Tennessee Legislature.
Ahmed had heard about the internship
through Dr. Chris Baxter in the department
of accounting, economics, finance and
political science. She worked with a state
senator from her home area of Memphis.

“I'was assigned to the Senate Minority
Leader's office, who was Raumesh Akbari
from Memphis,” Ahmed said. “It was a
good experience to learn more about state
politics.”

A great part of Ahmed’s job was
researching bills, attending committee
meetings and hearing discussion, debate
and concerns about the proposed hills.

Ahmed was the student representative
on the UTM Advisory Board for the 2022-
23 school year.

alumni.utm.edu

To become the student representative,
Ahmed was elected as one of two
candidates to the position in a student
election. Those candidates are interviewed
by the chancellor and Faculty Senate
president, who, at that time, were Dr.

Keith Carver and Dr. Anderson Starling,
respectively.

"As a student, | had a unique perspective
that the other board members did not,”
she said. “l got to learn a lot about things |
didn't consider before, like the university’s
master plan and retention rates and other
things that you don't think about as a
student.”

Since there was only one advisory board
meeting during Ahmed's internship in
Nashville, she was able to take part in that
advisory board meeting.

Ahmed said she wants to go through
the master's degree and doctorate degree
programs in political science with a focus on

international relations or comparative politics.

“ want to work in both (as an educator
and outside the campus), but I would like
to start in working in nongovernmental
organizations,” she said.

Ahmed is a member of the University
Scholars Program.

She said the experience of working in
the Tennessee Legislature taught her about
government and was one of her most
fulfilling experiences.

“I've always been more pulled toward
international issues and international
politics, but | learned a lot and it was a
really enjoyable and informative time,” she
said. "Also, SGA has taught me a lot about
leadership. | was not this involved in high
school, so coming into college during COVID,
SGA was one of the first organizations |
joined, and it taught me about leadership
and how to work with other people.”

Summer/Fall 2023 |49



THE UNIVERSITY OF

TENNESSEE

MARTIN

UT Alumni Association — Martin Office
Dunagan Alumni Center

1900 Alumni Way
Martin, TN 38238

ELECTRONIC SERVICE REQUESTED

@ eoeped OGeEEdO P

UntISTAL IR

HOMECOMINGR02'3 e

OCTOBER 21
ALUMNI.UTM.EDU



